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The American Legion Mage 
members. These wartime 
American values; strong n 
wholesome development 



"The USS Ronald Reagan is 97,000 tons 
and 4.5 acres of sovereign U.S. 
territory on the open ocean, as Capt. 
Terry Kraft, the vessel's commanding 
officer, likes to boast." 



ON THE COVER 

Martin Rue is one of approximately 
130,000 "Chapter 61" veterans, 
medically retired with less than 20 
years in the service and therefore 
ineligible to receive full retirement pay 
and disability compensation. He 
calculates he has lost about $300,000 
in retirement pay through the years. 
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When training, experience and a steady 
hand really count, turn to a fellow veteran. 



For many veterans, their battles are far from 
over. They're stricken with mesothelioma 
from exposure to asbestos aboard ships 
and in other environments. Burdened 
with skyrocketing medical costs, vets and 
their families need financial security. 

As a former Marine, we fought together 
yesterday. As a seasoned attorney, I'll 
fight for you today. Attorneys at Coady 
Law Firm have successfully represented 
veterans in mesothelioma claims nation- 
wide for over a decade. We've helped 
them understand their rights - and 
secured their rightful compensation. 

Trust in someone who served with you. 
Contact the Coady Law Firm. Receive a 
free, no obligation consultation. 




Bud Coady 
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Gulf War Veteran 

Attorney at Law 
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vet voice I 

A new - and forever - member 

Just four days after National Commander Tom Bock was elected to 
office, we were hit by the United States' most devastating natural disaster 
ever: Hurricane Katrina. I would like to let you know how much I appreciate 

the help The American Legion gave me and 
Wl several other new members of Post 360 in 
Chalmette, La. 

I had only been a member of the post for a 
few weeks. In June, I met with Post 360's 
commander, and he persuaded me to become a 
member of The American Legion. This is a decision 
I am glad I made. 
My wife and I, along with my mother-in-law, evacuated to 
several different places, finally ending up back in Hammond, La. This took 
a large financial toll on us and we were really in need of support. I found 
out there was a number to call and get help from the Legion, and I would 
just like to thank the Legion for its support of a new - and forever - 
member. 

The money I received from the Legion took the immediate worry off my 
wife and me and gave us a little "breathing room" for a couple of weeks. 
I thank all Legion members for their help and prayers. 

-Jim Syrdal, Hammond, La. 




'VA's Budget Bust Of 2005' 

All veterans should be embar- 
rassed by the treatment of our 
constituency and the organizing 
groups they support (February). 
A partial list of slights includes 
segregation by class so that some 
veterans who were promised 
health care no longer qualify, 
forcing injured veterans to 
choose between disability or 
retirement payments when they 
earned both, increased co-pays 
for drugs, buy-in fees, deduct- 
ibles, refusal to make VA funding 
mandatory, and Rep. Steve Buyer 
no longer accepting input from 
The American Legion or VFW, 
discourteously allowing our 
national commanders to hear bad 
news from the media rather than 
a direct communication. If there 
is $240 million for a bridge to 
nowhere, $625 million for a 
congressional visitors center, etc., 
there is money for VA. 

Is it expensive to take care of 
us? Yes. However, consider what 
our country and the world would 
look like if we had not served. 
They owe their jobs to our sacri- 
fice. As DoD deploys technology 
to replace a people-centric 
military, it will cast us aside and 



simply buy young soldiers as 
needed. Disagree? Look at what 
is happening to our manufactur- 
ing and industrial job sectors. 
The first things that go are pen- 
sion and health-care benefits, 
then jobs. As that technological 
change occurs over the next 10 
years, we will become cannon 
fodder, and as we die our clout 
will be eroded. 

It is time for the leadership of 
all national veterans organiza- 
tions to unite under a common 
theme of unqualified support for 
all needy veterans. Today, there 
are 25 million of us, in five years 
only 22 million, five years after 
that less than 17 million. We can 
constitute a voting block that 
cannot be denied, especially in 
national elections. We must set 
aside any parochial legacy of 
membership or service affiliation 
and use the 2006 and 2008 
elections to support only candi- 
dates who publicly state their 
detailed intentions to make 
funding for veterans programs 
an entitlement. 

I believe we have one more 
battle to fight. It is time for us to 
cast aside any shame or embar- 
rassment we are made to feel for 



holding out our hand. It is time 
we stood toe to toe with those 
who speak to us as if we were 
greedy parasites. I want to see 
directives that clearly define our 
initiatives from our local and 
national offices to all politicians 
that solicit our campaign contri- 
butions and votes. I want to see 
some of the traitorous bureau- 
crats disinvited from our conven- 
tions. I want to see our com- 
manders on national talk shows 
expressing their outrage. I want 
to see television commercials 
that tell our side of the story. 
Let's put a stop, once and for all, 
to the slow degradation of our 
hard-earned VA rights by only 
electing those who support us. 

Let us not be remembered as 
the generation that allowed VA 
to become a monument to our 
complacency and cowardice. 

- Ed Morgan, Clarksburg, Md. 

unity and diversity 

As a black American veteran 
and a disabled person, I whole- 
heartedly agree with your 
opposition to the federal govern- 
ment dividing budget cuts that 
seek to separate disabled veter- 
ans by their type of combat duty 
(Commander's Message, Febru- 
ary). This is not only an affront 
to the 86-year legacy of The 
American Legion's hard fight for 
equality for all veterans but is 
equally discriminatory in its 
application. We should never let 
these separate veterans classifi- 
cations reach finality. I think 
what's in order is an online 
veterans petition to our senators. 

The Legion's wonderful and 
long history of providing equal 
opportunity for all veterans and 
making it possible for veterans of 
color to receive their benefits 
gives me one more reason to be 
proud to wear my American 
Legion cap and stick my chest 
out even further! 

- Willis Papillion, Silverdale, Wash. 



THERE ARE MANY CASUALTIES OF WAR. Don't let a child's education 

be one of them. 




For the children who lost a parent in the Armed Forces on or since September 11, 2001, 
a college education isn't a guarantee. That's why The American Legacy Scholarship Fund was 
established by The American Legion — it helps those children get a college education. Last year, Mercury 
and The American Legion joined forces to raise over $100,000 for the fund. The fight continues this year. 
When any Legionnaire, member of the Auxiliary or SAL purchases a new Mercury or Lincoln, they'll save $400 and 
an additional $100 will be donated to the fund* That means purchasing a vehicle like the versatile and safe 2006 
Mercury Montego can help restore hope for a child who desperately needs some. 

To take advantage of this offer, visit your nearest Lincoln Mercury Dealership and present your American Legion 
membership card. Or, if you prefer, visit mercuryvehicles.com/legion to print a personalized certificate 
to validate at the dealership. 
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household. Take new retail delivery from dealer stock between February 15, 2006 and January 2, 2007. See your Lincoln Mercury dealer for details. 
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commander's message 

Flag amendment within reach 

From the grassroots level, The American Legion has made the flag a 
campaign issue for our politicians and a moral issue for America 
since 1989. It's a moral issue on which most Americans stand with us. 
Scientific polls sponsored by The American Legion and the Citizens Flag 
Alliance prove an overwhelming majority of Americans wants the 
nation's most revered symbol protected. 

Despite that, some of your senators and representatives have failed to 
reflect the views of their constituents on this issue. An amendment 
giving Congress the power to protect the flag overwhelmingly has 
passed in the House of Representatives six times since 1995. But the two 
times since then that the measure has gone before the Senate it's come 
within four votes of passage. When the amendment hasn't gone to a 
vote, it's typically been because of stalling on the part of its opponents. 
But with the support the amendment currently has in the Senate, we 
have never been closer to passage than we are right now. 

The appointment of Robert Menendez to replace Sen. Jon Corzine in 
New Jersey swapped one "no" vote for one "yes" vote in the Senate. 
Corzine was opposed to flag protection, while Menendez voted in favor 
of it last June while serving in the House of Representatives. Both Maj. 
Gen. Patrick H. Brady, board chairman of the CFA and Medal of Honor 
recipient, and myself contacted Sen. Menendez, congratulating him for 
his appointment and thanking him for his past support. We believe we'll 
have his vote again in the Senate, leaving us one vote short. The oppor- 
tunities to pick up that vote have never been better. 

It's critical for Legion family members to contact their senators no 
matter what stance they may have. Thank those who support the 
amendment, S.J. Res. 12, and ask them for their continued support. If 
your senators are opposed, ask them why, and ask them to reconsider. 

A small group of senators believes a statute will be enough to protect 
the flag, but that route has been tried in the past. It failed. The Supreme 
Court decision left no other option by which the people can pass laws 
protecting their flag from physical desecration. Congress tried the Flag 
Protection Act of 1989, and it was ruled unconstitutional. Scholars agree 
that a constitutional amendment is necessary before a statute will stand. 

Yet Sens. Hillary Rodham Clinton, D-N.Y.; Robert Bennett, R-Utah; 
Kent Conrad, D-N.D.; Byron Dorgan, D-N.D.; and Robert Byrd, D-W.Va., 
all are co-sponsors of current flag-protection legislation that does not 
call for a constitutional amendment. These senators obviously desire to 
protect the flag. Thank them for their efforts while reminding them that 
their way is not the right way. Only an amendment will work. 

The U.S. Flag is more than red, white and blue, more than stars and 
stripes sewn together. It was the symbol hoisted at Iwo Jima and at 
Ground Zero. It's the symbol that reminds our servicemembers why 
they're putting their lives in peril, and it's the symbol draped over the 
caskets of those servicemembers who have paid the ultimate price 
defending America's freedoms. 

A symbol that has meant so many things to so many people for so 
long, one that stands for American values we all treasure, deserves to be 
treated with the utmost respect. We can make that happen this year. 





National Commander 
Thomas L. Bock 

MEMORANDA 

RALLY SUPPORT FOR FLAG: It is 

important to secure Senate co- 
sponsors to assure the flag 
amendment has the super- 
majority needed to pass. If your 
senators are co-sponsors, thank 
them for their support. If not, 
urge them to become official co- 
sponsors of S.J. Res. 12. 
Telephone numbers for U.S. 
senators' district offices can be 
obtained from the blue pages of 
your local phone book or by 
calling the U.S. Capitol 
switchboard at (202) 224-3121. 

Members of the Senate are also 
accessible via the Internet. Type 
their names in a search engine 
and follow the links to their 
e-mail addresses. 

NATIONAL ORATORICALS: Some 
of the nation's top young orators 
will gather in Indianapolis April 21 
to 23 for the annual National 
Oratorical Contest Finals. High- 
school students from across the 
United States will compete for 
scholarship money in the event, 
which aims to strengthen 
understanding of the 
U.S. Constitution among young 
people and build leadership and 
speaking skills. Visit 
www.legion.org for more 
information about the program. 
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Security fence along Mexican border 




SUPPORT 



Rep. Trent Franks, 
R-Ariz. 

■ Franks serves on the House 
Armed Services and Judiciary 
committees. 



When examining the necessity of security 
barriers along our southern border, some are 
comparing a security fence to the Berlin Wall. This 
is a ridiculous assertion. People are free to leave 
this country any time they wish and to enter 
through legal ports of entry. 
The Berlin Wall was built to 
keep people in. 

To quote poet Robert Frost: 
"Before I built a wall Yd ask to 
know, 'What I was walling in 
or walling out, and to whom I 
was like to give offence.'" 

Who are those America 
seeks to wall out? Those who seek to enter this 
country illegally. That includes drug and arms 
smugglers, human traffickers, sex slavers and 
terrorists, who can currently cross our borders 
almost at will. 

At a time when terrorists seek to destroy us and 
the freedom our way of life offers to the world, 
vital security measures must be put in place to 
protect Americans. We have gone to extremes at 
our airports, searching grandmothers and taking 
away their nail clippers. We are now working to 
vastly improve the security at our ports. We do 
this in the grave knowledge that certain terrorist 
attacks, including a nuclear blast in a major U.S. 
city, would change everything for generations to 
come. It is, therefore, insane to leave our borders 
in the state of lawlessness that exists today. 

According to a grossly underfunded and under- 
staffed Border Patrol, my home state of Arizona is 
this country's No. 1 point of illegal entry. It will 
take a combination of "boots on the ground" and 
strong security barriers, technological and physi- 
cal, to bring sanity back to the border areas. It is 
the duty of Congress to support every effective 
effort to protect the American people before this 
nation is once again heartbroken by tragedy at the 
hands of terrorists who aim to destroy us. 




THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

The House has passed legislation 
to provide $2.2 billion to build 700 
more miles offence along the U.S.- 
Mexico border. Critics say the bill 
waives environmental laws and 
won't stop people from coming 
into the United States. 



OPPOSE 

Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, 
D-Texas 

■ Jackson Lee serves on the House 
Subcommittee on Immigration, 
Border Security and Claims. 



The House recently passed the Border Protection, 
Antiterrorism and Illegal Immigration Control Act, 
which would require the construction of 700 miles 
of fence along the Mexican border. The Homeland 
Security Department would have the authority to 
waive all laws that are 
obstacles to building the 
fences. Existing laws would 
be violated to build them. 

People wishing to cross 
illegally will go around the 
fences. It will just divert 
them from the populated 
areas that will be fenced and 
force them to take dangerous routes. Last year, 450 
people died from dehydration and sunstroke using 
dangerous desert crossways. 

Last year, New Mexico Gov. Bill Richardson and 
Arizona Gov. Janet Napolitano declared states of 
emergency along their borders with Mexico. Texas 
Gov. Rick Perry announced an emergency security 
plan for the Texas-Mexico border region. 

I have introduced a bill that would provide the 
Border Patrol with the resources it needs to secure 
the border: the Rapid Response Border Protection 
Act. Co-sponsored by U.S. Rep. Silvestre Reyes, 
D-Texas, an expert on the needs of the Border 
Patrol, the bill is endorsed by the National Border 
Patrol Council and the National Homeland Security 
Council. It would authorize the deployment of up 
to 1,000 additional Border Patrol agents when a 
border-security emergency is declared by a state 
governor. Also, it would add 15,000 agents over the 
next five years, increasing the number to 26,000. 

The bill would provide critical equipment and 
infrastructure improvements to ensure that people 
caught entering the country unlawfully are sent 
home instead of being released into our communi- 
ties. Providing more resources is the common- 
sense approach to border security, not merely 
building fences. 



CONTACT YOUR LEADERS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 



THE FIRST 100 NEW CUSTOMERS TO ORDER WILL RECEIVE NGC CERTIFICATION 
ON THEIR COINS... AT ABSOLUTELY NO EXTRA CHARGE! 

NGC is a preferred grading and authentication service of Universal Coin & Bullion. 




YEAR 2006 NGC CERTIFIED 
GEM BRILLIANT UNCIRCULATED FIRST-STRIKES 

American Eagles 




1 oz. $1 Silver Eagle Si ill 



Silver basis: $9.41 



$10 l 



By special invitation, you now have a limited opportunity to purchase 
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prices are rising. So, call right now to reserve your Year 2006 NGC 
Certified Silver American Eagle "First Strikes" before prices rise further. 



1/10 oz. $5 Gold Eagle C£ 1 

Gold basis: $553 

You may also purchase restricted quantities of NGC Certified Year 
2006 $5 Gold Eagle "First Strikes" at our actual dealer cost of only $61 
per coin, plus shipping. Each of your $5 Gold Eagle "First Strikes" is 
guaranteed to be in Gem Brilliant Uncirculated condition and will be 
sonically sealed in individual NGC holders to preserve their sharp relief 
and exquisite detail for future generations at absolutely no additional 
cost. With gold prices rising rapidly and due to restricted inventory for 
this incredible offer, we may not be able to satisfy collector demand 
and this offer could be withdrawn without notice. Avoid disappoint- 
ment! Call right now before they are no longer available. 



Limit three (3) per household • Availability not guaranteed 
Prices subject to change • New customers only 
U.S. Postal Priority Shipping Added to Each Order 



Limit three (3) per household • Availability not guaranteed 
Prices subject to change • New customers only 
U.S. Postal Priority Shipping Added to Each Order 



Universal Coin & Bullion wants to be your rare coin team. 
Call toll free today... 800-459-2646 
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* Silver/Gold price increase based from Jan. 2002 - Feb. 2006 • Texas residents add 8.25% sales tax to orders under 
$1000 • All customers will receive a five (5) year subscription to our 7 -time NLG award-winning newsletter, Investor's Profit 
Advisory ($200 value) at no charge with order. • We may contact you from time to time regarding items of interest in 
the newsletter • If for any reason you are not 100% satisfied with your purchase, then return up to 10 days after receipt of 
order for a refund • Due to the changing price of silver and gold, ad price is subject to change • Please allow 2-3 
weeks for delivery after receipt of good funds • Silver basis: $9.41 • Gold basis: $553 
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*Your Gun* 

By order of the United Nations 

with no resistance from the U.S. Supreme Court 



Annie, Get Your Gun 

The United Nations is coming for it. 

BY MATTHEW SPALDING 



The United Nations is trying to take your 
gun away. And even if it doesn't succeed, 
the effort may be enough - given the disturb- 
ing trend of judges to cite foreign opinion and 
international treaties - to call more of our 
constitutional rights into question. 

The U.N. threat to the Second Amendment 
can be found in the "Programme of Action to 
Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit 
Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons, in 
All its Aspects." The 2001 document calls for 
a voluntary but comprehensive program of 
gun control, an international tracking system, 
worldwide record-keeping and national gun 
registries. The umbrella organization of the 
groups advocating such U.N. policies - the 
International Action Network on Small Arms 
- wants to go further, licensing all gun 
owners, registering all small arms, limiting 
the carrying of guns and making gun laws 
uniform within national borders. 

So far the United States has insisted that 
"small arms and light weapons" means 
strictly military arms. Our government also 
has raised concerns about measures that go 
beyond illicit international activities to 
prohibit civilian possession of such weapons. 
The problem is that there is no accepted 
definition of the term, and the international 
gun controllers have a more expansive 
interpretation, to say the least. 

The U.N. effort was dealt a setback when 
U.S. Ambassador John Bolton drew a line in 
the sand: "The United States will not join 
consensus on a final document that contains 
measures abrogating the constitutional right 
to bear arms." 

Nevertheless, planning proceeds apace, 
with another U.N. implementation conference 
scheduled for June and hopes for a binding 
treaty in 2008. Sen. David Vitter, R-La., is 
sufficiently concerned that he has introduced 
legislation that would block U.N. funding 



should that body restrict, attempt to restrict 
or otherwise infringe upon any Second 
Amendment rights. 

Granted, there is widespread disagreement 
in the United States over gun-control policy 
and the meaning of the Second Amendment. 
At the very least, we can admit that the 
precise scope and application of the right to 
keep and bear arms is open to interpretation. 
Technology has made an armed citizenry an 
insufficient substitute for a trained and 
organized standing army. At the same time, 
the lethality of modern weaponry raises legiti- 
mate questions about the specific "arms" that 
can be kept in civilian hands and the particu- 
lar regulations that may be constitutionally 
imposed short of infringing the right to keep 
and bear arms. 

All that aside, what really matters is that 
this debate occurs among us, within the 
context of the American constitutional 
system, stemming from laws based on our 
consent. The very purpose of the Constitution 
and the Bill of Rights is to list those funda- 
mental liberties that we as a people choose to 
provide constitutional protection, above the 
political whims or outside pressures of the 
moment. U.N. efforts to regulate our domestic 
affairs and shape our constitutional rights are 
a direct challenge to our sovereignty as a self- 
governing people. 

The larger problem is that in the conflict 
between an old constitutional mandate and 
the advancing claims of international opinion, 
it is not at all clear which side the U.S. 
Supreme Court is on. Consider the recent 
decision of Roper v. Simmons. Writing for the 
majority, Supreme Court Justice Anthony 
Kennedy declared the death penalty for 
minors to be unconstitutional not because of 
any interpretation of the Constitution, mind 
you, but because of "evolving standards of 
decency that mark the progress of a maturing 



If international opinion triumphs over the U.S. Constitution's Second Amendment, American gunowners 
could be subject to strict U.N. regulations affecting licensing, registration and possession of small arms, ap 



society." And what, pray tell, governs the 
standards of progress? 

"The opinion of the world community, while 
not controlling our outcome, does provide 
respected and significant confirmation for our 
own conclusions," the Supreme Court wrote in 
Roper. Key evidence of that opinion was a 
treaty that the United States chose not to ratify. 
Truth be told, ratification seems to be a minor 
technicality in claims of our international 
obligations, just as it is with those who 
maintain that the United States is still subject 
to the jurisdiction of the International Crimi- 
nal Court. 

In a keynote address before a meeting of the 
American Society for International Law, 
Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O'Connor 
said, "Although international law and the law 
of other nations are rarely binding upon our 
decisions in U.S. courts, conclusions reached 
by other countries and by the international 
community should at times constitute persua- 
sive authority in American courts." 

In another death-penalty case, Thompson v. 
Oklahoma, Justice John Paul Stevens wrote, 
"Although the death penalty has not been 
entirely abolished in the United Kingdom or 
New Zealand - it has been abolished in 
Australia, except in the State of New South 
Wales, where it is available for treason and 
piracy - in neither of those countries may a 
juvenile be executed. The death penalty has 



been abolished in West Germany, France, 
Portugal, the Netherlands and all Scandina- 
vian countries, and is available only for 
exception crimes such as treason in Canada, 
Italy, Spain and Switzerland. Juvenile execu- 
tions are also prohibited in the Soviet Union." 
Why follow the Constitution at all when there 
is such persuasive evidence beyond our 
shores? In the end, it seems that international 
opinion is more important than the Constitu- 
tion itself. 

We are in the midst of a crucial debate in 
this country over the meaning of the Constitu- 
tion, between those who wish to be guided as 
much as possible by that document as it was 
originally written and those who see the 
Constitution as a barrier to social and political 
progress. The U.S. Constitution - along with 
all treaties made under the authority of the 
United States - is "the Supreme Law of the 
Land." Faced with the choice between the 
Second Amendment's right to keep and bear 
arms and a treaty that could be understood to 
infringe that right, which would the Court 
choose? It may all come down to who is 
wearing the robes at the time. || 

Matthew Spalding is director of the B. Kenneth 
Simon Center for American Studies at The Heri- 
tage Foundation, and the executive editor of 
"The Heritage Guide to the Constitution" 
(Regnery 2005). 



Smart Mower 

for Small Lawns! 



The NEUTON® Cordless Electric Mower uses no gas or oil, 
so it's quiet, clean, and starts instantly — every time! 
It is lightweight, so it's easy for anyone to use 
So economical it costs just 100 to mow 
your lawn and never needs a tune-up. AMERICA'S 
Its the only lawn mower that will / #1-SELL "Vfipcp 
also TRIM around trees and ( BATTERY *2JJr 

EDGE along your walk NIOWER- 
or driveway. 




...Just Grasp the handlebar 
and it starts! 

Because the NEUTON® Mower is 
battery powered, pull starts, fumes, 
and noise are things of the past. 

It has the power of a 5 HP gas 
mower, yet weighs half as much, so 
the NEUTON® Mower won't 
flB strain your arms, legs, 
" ™ or back. 

\ The NEUTON® is 
\ lighter, easier to use, 

^ and smarter tnan 

other battery-electric 
mowers, too! 



You can instantly add a fresh 
battery if you run out of charge. 

Plus, this is the only mower in the 
world with an optional Trimmer/Edger 
attachment! 
No more 2nd and 
3rd trips around 
your property to 
finish up trimming 
and edging after 
you mow! 



TRIMS and 
EDGES, too! 




So why put up with the hard- 
starting, noise, 
and fumes of a 
gas mower? 

Try a quiet, 
instant-starting 
NEUTON® Cordless ' 
Electric Mower today 
with our B-Month RISK-FREE Trial. Just 
mail the coupon below, visit us online at 

www.neutonmowers.com 

or call the phone number below to 
receive a FREE Catalog and Video 

with complete details. 




Address . 
City 




TOLL-FREE 1-800-709-0278 

IS' YES! Please rush my FREE Catalog and Video all about the quiet, easy-to-use, 
instant-starting NEUTON® Cordless Electric Mower, including prices, specifications, with 
Factory-Direct Savings now in effect! 

Name 



AML 



. State . 



.ZIP. 



NEUTON® Power Equipment, Dept. 53297X 
127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, Vermont 05491 



14 




China's Hidden Gulags 

Sfter Mao Tse-tung established the People's Republic of China in 1949, he 
created a network of slave labor camps to maintain control over his subjects. 
The camps were called "laogai," based on a Chinese acronym for the phrase 
"reform through labor/' 

Even though Mao died decades ago, laogai camps remain an integral part of 
Beijing's tyranny. In fact, The Econo- 
mist concluded that by the mid-1990s, 
at least 1,164 laogai camps dotted 
China's vast territory. Today, an 
estimated 4 million to 6 million people 
are rotting away in laogai camps, 
serving out varying years and degrees 
of involuntary penance to the state 
Mao erected. Laogai prisoners produce 
everything from bottled water and tea 
to electronics and engine parts. Given 
the religious reasons for many laogai 
sentences, it is a sickening irony that 
some camps even produce rosaries, 
Christmas lights and toys - all for 
export to the West. 

Most of what the West knows about 
laogai camps is due to the work of 
Harry Wu, a humble human-rights 

activist who survived the laogai and refuses to be called a hero. "I am a survivor," 
he says plaintively, "not a hero." As a graduate student studying geology in China, 
Wu made the mistake of criticizing the communist regime in 1960. He then was 
sentenced to the laogai, where he would spend the next two decades of his life. 

Upon his release, Wu won a ticket out of China when a visiting American 
professor invited him to lecture at the University of California. The PRC, wanting 
to get rid of the troublesome Wu, agreed to the request. It would be a fateful 
decision - for Beijing and for Wu - because only from outside the PRC could Wu 
tell his story and expose China's gulags to the light. 

As the laogai became known in the West, so did Wu. By 1992, after stints at 
Berkeley and the Hoover Institution, Wu had launched the Laogai Research Foun- 
dation, which is committed to educating the world about the laogai system. Under 
Wu's leadership, LRF has won legislative victories on Capitol Hill, raised awareness 
across the American heartland and cobbled together a disparate coalition of laogai 
opponents, including human-rights activists, labor groups, old-fashioned anticom- 
munists and trade hawks. 

Nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2001, 2003 and 2004, Harry Wu even has 
changed our language: after years of prodding by Wu and his LRF, the Oxford 
English Dictionary officially included "laogai" in its 2003 edition. 




Michael Callopy 




The American Legion Magazine: What 
does the laogai system mean to the 
communist government? 
Harry Wu: If you want to maintain a 
tyrannical regime, you must have a 
mechanism to 
keep people quiet, 
to remove the 
opposition and 
instill fear in the 
people. Just as 
Stalin had the 
gulags and Hitler 
had the concentra- 
tion camps, the 
Chinese Commu- 
nist Party has its 
own system for 
control: laogai. 
"Laogai" is derived from two Chinese 
letters: "lao" means labor, "gai" means 
reform. Hence, "reform through labor." 
According to Chinese government 
policy, whatever your crime - penal or 
political - you are subject to reform 
through labor. They call this "re-edu- 
cation through the labor system." So by 
sentencing people to five or 10 years in 
the prison system, they intend not only 
to punish but also to brainwash. The 
government does not want you to 
continue to hold a political view that 
deviates. You cannot keep your reli- 
gious views. They intend to convert you 
to what they call a "New Socialist 
Person." They aim to reprogram your 
brain. 

The government wants to see two 
different products from the laogai 
prison camps: one, a reformed person, 
and two, products that can be sold on 
the international market. Both are a 
benefit to the regime. 

Q: Could you discuss some of your 
experiences in the two decades you spent 
in laogai? 

A: When I was sent to the labor camp, I 
could not continue my religious life. I 
am a Catholic. Nor could I continue 



with my political views, to complain to 
or about the communist government. 
All I could do was engage in labor, hard 
labor. Sometimes it was manual labor, 
sometimes in a coal mine, sometimes in 
a chemical factory, sometimes a steel 
factory, sometimes on a farm. And 
every prisoner had a quota. You 
couldn't say, "I don't want to do it." You 
had to complete your daily quota. 
Otherwise, the police guards would tell 
you, "Good labor, good food ... less 
labor, less food ... no labor, no food." 

If your labor performance was good, 
your sentence might be reduced. If it 
was bad, it would be extended. And of 
course, they recorded your political 
performance. They would ask, "Have 
you given up your political or religious 
views? Do you uphold communism?" 

So, in this environment, there are no 
heroes. No heroes can survive the 
Chinese laogai camps. I am not a hero, 
not at all. I am a survivor. How did I 
survive? I reduced myself from a 
human being into a beast. If you 
behave like a man in laogai, if you fight 
for your freedom and dignity, you will 
not survive. You don't think about 
morality or freedom; you just think 
about surviving. Laogai forces you to 
become a beast. 

I'm lucky, because not only did 
I survive that hell, but I came to a free 
country and became a free man again. 

Q: Could you discuss some of your visits 
back to the PRC since your release? 
A: I have been back a few times for 
research. I had three very successful 
trips. On another trip, the Chinese 
stopped me at the border and sent me 
back. And on my last trip, in 1995, the 
authorities caught me at the border, 
arrested me, accused me of stealing 
state secrets and sentenced me to 
15 years in laogai. Fortunately, by that 
time, I had American citizenship. Even 
so, I was in detention for 66 days before 
they finally deported me. If I return, 
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1937 Born 

1960 imprisoned in laogai 

1979 Released from laogai 

1985 Arrived in the 
United States 

1985-1987 visiting scholar, 
University of 
California-Berkeley 

1988-2002 Research fellow, 
Hoover institution 

1992 Founded Laogai 
Research Foundation 

1992 Authored and 
published "Laogai - The 
Chinese Gulag" 

1994 Became a U.S. citizen 

2001 Nominated for 
the Nobel Peace Prize 

2003 Nominated for 
the Nobel Peace Prize 

2004 Nominated for 
the Nobel Peace Prize 

Visit www.laogai.org 

on the Web 



however, I will be forced to serve out 
my sentence. 

Q: Could you talk about the significance 
of the word "laogai" being added to the 
Oxford English Dictionary? 
A: "Gulag" is a famous word today. 
It is not an English word, of course. 

The word "gulag" repre- 
sented Stalin's political 
violence and the Soviet 
labor-camp system. Before 
1974, you didn't know the 
word "gulag" in America. 
But then Aleksandr Sol- 
zhenitsyn published "The 
Gulag Archipelago." And 
today "gulag" is in every 
dictionary. 

In 1993, I told people that 
my goal was to see "laogai" 
become recognized in 
every language, like 
"gulag." Finally, in 2003, 
"laogai" was added to the 
Oxford Dictionary. It is also 
in the German dictionary 
"Duden." And I am sure it 
will expand to dictionaries 
of other languages as well. 

This is a historically 
significant recognition. We 
tell people that China is 
changing, and it has a huge 
labor market. Yet this 
totalitarian regime has a 
system similar to the 
gulags - its name is laogai. 
And now the world knows 
about it. That's why I tell 
people today, "Now I can 
go to the grave in peace. 
My mission is done." 



Q: What can average Americans do to 
undermine this latter-day gulag system? 
Is the ultimate goal to end the regime 
itself? Would the current regime ever 
give up laogai? 

A: The average American needs to tell 
the media, his congressman and 
senators, and the president that we have 
to put human rights and democracy on 
the table with the Chinese government. 
We should not only want to see their 



economy improve, but also their human 
rights and freedom. 

Laogai and freedom and democracy 
are incompatible. To maintain the 
totalitarian regime, you need something 
like laogai. If China becomes a demo- 
cratic country, it will not need this sort 
of suppression mechanism. The people 
will be allowed to disagree with the 
government and share their views. 

I remember when Ronald Reagan 
called the Soviet Union an "evil em- 
pire." Stalin was gone by then. "The Gu- 
lag Archipelago" had been published 
years earlier. And the story Solzhenit- 
syn wrote was about the 1940s and 
1950s. Yet the gulag system was still 
there when Reagan said that. And it 
was important for him to call the 
system evil. 

We not only want to see the improve- 
ment of the economic system in China; 
we want to see democracy and the 
improvement of human rights. Capital- 
ism doesn't mean democracy. 

Q: "Laogai" means reform through labor, 
and we often hear in America that 
China can be reformed through trade. 
Is that true? 

A: That is a very interesting way to 
fashion this idea of reform. I would ask 
those who advocate trade with China, 
"Do you think that during the Cold War 
we could have reformed the Soviet 
Union and the gulag system? Could we 
have reformed the Nazis and the 
concentration camps?" 

It is impossible, but they think the 
communists in China can be reformed. 
They say the new communist leader is 
very different. They say if we engage 
them with money and technology and 
trade, we will promote democracy. But 
we didn't have that standard during the 
Cold War. We did not engage the evil 
empire with money or trade or technol- 
ogy. This was not only for moral reasons 
but also for political reasons. And even 
today, we don't engage with Cuba and 
North Korea. Why is China different? 

We cannot convince a tiger to become 
vegetarian. || 

Interview: Alan W. Dowd 



If you have contracted MESOTHELIOMA 
or LONG CANCER due to exposure to 




You may be eligible to be compensated for your 
injuries by bringing a lawsuit against the 
asbestos industry. 

At Weitz & Luxenberg we maintain an extensive 
practice in representing the interests of asbestos 
victims. In fact, we represent thousands of 
victims, from all across the United States, and 
were instrumental in upholding the constitution- 
ality of asbestos litigation through the landmark 
Brooklyn Navy Yard and Consolidated 
Powerhouse trials, resulting in combined 



group verdicts of $166 million. 

We maintain a staff of over 50 attorneys and 250 
support personnel all primed to work closely 
with you to achieve maximum results. This 
may explain why for the last decade, a majority 
of all asbestos cases on the New York City trial 
docket were handled by Weitz & Luxenberg. 

For further information, and a free informa- 
tional booklet, call the law firm of Weitz & 
Luxenberg today. 



Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C. 



w 



o 



Setting the standard in product liability litigation 
180 Maiden Lane • New York, NY 10038 

1(800)476-6070 



Future verdicts or settlements cannot 
be predicted from prior results. 



www.weitzlux.com 



The statute of limitations of your 
respective state will help determine 
your ability to file a claim. 




ANATOMY 

of a 

21ST CENTURY 

AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER 

Finally at sea, the USS Ronald Reagan 
is home to 6,000 Navy personnel - 
and the largest warship out there. 

BY MATT GRILLS 




Capability 

Top speed exceeds 30 knots ■ Expected to operate in the fleet for about 50 years ■ Carries more than 80 combat aircraft 



Characteristics 

Towers 20 stories above 
the waterline, or 244 feet 



Four high-speed aircraft 
elevators, each more 
than 4,000 square feet 



One of four steam-powered catapaults thrusts 
a 60,000-pound aircraft 300 feet, from zero to 
165 miles per hour in two seconds 

Flight deck covers 4.5 acres and is 1,092 feet long - 
nearly as long as the Empire State Building is tall 




Three arresting cables can stop a 28-ton aircraft going 150 miles per hour in less than 400 feet 




Milestones 

Dec. 8 # 1994 

Secretary of the 
Navy announces 
CVN 76 to be 
named USS 
Ronald Reagan 

Feb. 12, 1998 

Keel laid 

NOV. 11 # 2000 

island house 
lifted aboard 

March 4, 2001 

Christened by 
former first lady 
Nancy Reagan 

July 12 f 2003 

Commissioning 

July 23 # 2004 

Ship arrives at 
homeport of 
San Diego 

Jan. 4 # 2006 

Maiden 

deployment to 
west Pacific 




Construction 

Building the Reagan took about five years, 
from keel-laying to commissioning. The 
ship consists of more than 47,000 tons of 
structural steel and approximately 
1 million pounds of aluminum. 

above: The lower bow unit is lowered into 
place at the Northrup Grumman Newport 
News Shipbuilding facility in March 2000. 

U.S. Navy 




above: The Reagan's 
commanding officer, 
Capt. Terry B. Kraft, 
addresses the ship's 
crew on the 1MC 
from the pilothouse. 

right: Lt. Vanessa 
Desha conducts an 
environmental 
analysis during an 
anti-submarine 
exercise. u.s.Navy 




Getting the carrier from drawing 
board to construction and finally out to 
sea was a journey in itself. In 1995, 
then-Secretary of the Navy John Dalton 
announced CVN 76 would be named for 
the 40th president of the United States. 
Three years later, shipbuilders laid the 
keel of the Reagan, and in 2001, the 
control center, or "island house," was 
lifted aboard. Another two years passed 
before the carrier's sea trials, commis- 
sioning and flight-deck certification. In 
July 2004 the Reagan finally arrived at 
her home port of San Diego, where the 
crew spent more than a year prepping 
for deployment. On Jan. 4, the carrier 
eased away from the pier. 

"I will never forget bringing this ship 
into Brisbane, Australia, last month," 
Kraft says. "It was our first overseas 
port call, and we were the first aircraft 
carrier to visit that port." 

Cutting Edge. The Reagan is a ship of 
many firsts. It's the first carrier since 
the Nimitz, commissioned in 1975, to 
have major design modifications. A 
primary flight-control station offers a 
270-degree view of all aircraft on the 
flight deck and within airspace. Other 
changes include a bulbous bow similar 
to commercial tankers, increasing 
stability and speed, and an island tower 
that houses the weapons elevator. 

Walking the Reagan's flight deck is no 
quick stroll: it's about the length of 
three football fields placed end to end. 
During flight operations, one of the 
ship's four steam-powered catapults can 
launch an F-18 every three minutes and 
45 seconds. And instead of four arrest- 
ing wires, like on other carriers, the 
ship has three stronger cables to "catch" 
aircraft, saving space. 

In a fight, the advantage is the 
Reagan's. As the first carrier with 
Rolling Airframe Missiles, or RAM, built 
into it, the warship packs 21 "fire-and- 
forget" missiles capable of destroying 
high-speed incoming targets. 

Fire Controlman 2nd Class Christo- 
pher Allen operates and maintains the 
system. He says that between RAM and 
NATO Sea Sparrow surface-to-air 
missiles, the Reagan has 360-degree 
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Public has 7 days to get rolls of the new Jeffersons for face value 



By Daniel Cottrell 
Universal Media Syndicate 



"They're practically 
clawing each other's 
eyes out to get these 
Jefferson Nickels." 

So says Timothy 
Miltonhall, Chief of 
Coin Operations. 

"The 6 week ad- 
vance release of the 
U.S. Mint's® new 
Jefferson Nickel 
came as a complete 
surprise. That's why 
we are going ahead with 
shipments of the full 
unbroken bankrolls of these 
brilliant Uncirculated coins to 
those who call the National Hotline 
within 7 days," confirmed Miltonhall 
of the non-government agency World 
Reserve Monetary Exchange. 

And here's why everyone is scram- 
bling to get them. 

It is the first ever face-on depic- 
tion of a president on a U.S. Coin. 
Ever since coins have been minted in 
the U.S. the presidents have been 
shown only in profile. But now, these 
newly designed 2006 Nickels show a 
fresh image of Jefferson in which he 
is looking forward. 

'First issue' coins like these have 
been highly sought after by collec- 
tors in the past, and their values 
fluctuate dramatically. For example, 
a full bankroll of Uncirculated 
Buffalo nickels from the first year 
they were issued are now worth up 
to $26,000.00. 

Even more impressive is another 
very recent Jefferson Nickel, a 'First 
Issue' coin minted in 2004. In only 2 
years these uncirculated coins have 
already increased in value by an 
astonishing 1,098%. 

Mint Officials predict the new 
Jefferson Nickels will not start showing 
up in pocket change for months. 

"No one has to wait that long. 
But when they finally do show up 
in change, those coins will be of no 
use to savvy collectors anyway 
because the coins used for change 
get damaged every time they are 
handled or thrown into a cash 
drawer," Miltonhall warned. 

"But the new coins we are releasing 
right now are Uncirculated and in 




HOW TO GET THEM 
NOW AT FACE 
VALUE 

Readers can get Full Unbroken 
Bankrolls of the new Uncirculated 
2006 Jefferson Nickels by calling 
the National Order Hotline now at 
1-800-601-3433 Toil-Free ask for 
Dept. JF935. The standard $9 pro- 
cessing fee plus shipping gets you 
a rich gold embroidered vault bag 
containing a full roll of the New 
Jefferson Nickels for face value. 



■ OFFICIAL 'FIRST' -The Mint has released its newest coin design. This is the art rendering of America's brand 
new Jefferson Nickel. Breaking with tradition, it is the first ever face-on depiction of a president on a U.S. Coin. 



unbroken bankrolls. There is no wait. 
They have never been in the hands of 
the public. They are in the same excel- 
lent quality as when they left the U.S. 
Mint. Uncirculated coins are the only 
ones likely to increase the most in 
value. They cannot be found in pocket 
change," said Miltonhall. 

These Full Unbroken Bank Rolls 
also make wonderful gifts to 
hand out to friends, family 
members or anyone 
special that you want 
to impress. 4 

Full bankrolls in 
the rich royal blue 
vault bags are so 
impressive that 
just won't believe 
expression on peo- 
ples faces when 
you hand them 
out. It's like you 
gave them the 
Eiffel Tower or 
a Million Dollars. 

"Everybody seems to be tak- 
ing at least 10 full Bankrolls while they 
can still get them," Miltonhall said. 

"Just think if you had saved 10 
rolls of the 2004 Jefferson Nickels. 
Right now you'd be trying to decide 
whether to let it ride or cash in for 
one big jackpot. So for heaven sake, 
do not get left out again by making a 
mistake like that," urged Miltonhall. 

The National Hotline is open for 



the next 7 days to handle the large 
number of calls. Readers should 
call 1-800-601-3433 right now and 
ask for Dept. JF935. 

"We had to put limits on dealers. 
But everyone else who calls within 
the next 7 days will get all they 
need," Miltonhall said. ■ 

on the web: www.vaultbags.com 




you 
the 



■ PRECIOUS: 

Values fluctuate 
and there are never 
any guarantees, but a full roll 
of Uncirculated Buffalo nickels from 
the first year of issue are now worth up to 
$26,000.00. Even more impressive is another very 
recent Jefferson Nickel, a 'First Issue' coin minted in 
2004. In just 2 years these uncirculated coins have 
already increased in value by an astonishing 1 ,098%. 

THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE IS A PRIVATE 
EXCHANGE NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE U.S. MINT OR THE U.S. GOV'T 

SOURCE: WRME The 'Unfed States if is a Registered Trademark of tie United States Mint 8 P001 58 0F00433R-1 82006 WRME 



Ensign Brian 
Zimmerman 
addresses the 
Reagan's air 
department 
during a 
general 
quarters drill 
onboard the 

ship. U.S. Navy 



Who's who on the Reagan flight deck 

Personnel on the flight and hangar decks wear colored shirts 
and helmets to indicate their jobs: 

I | Direct movement ■ 




n 

□ 



of aircraft 

Handle safety-related 
jobs, including final 
inspections of 
airplanes 

Hook planes to 
catapults and handle 
arresting wires 

Fuel planes 



n 



Plane captains who 
watch over individual 
planes 

Chock and chain 
planes into position, 
and drive tractors that 
pull airplanes 

Handle all weapons 
and ammunition 

Handle aircraft 
crashes and fires 




above: Bow safety 
observers duck 
as an F/A-18 
Hornet launches 
during flight 
operations. 

right: Ship's 
Serviceman 
Seaman Sharon 
Jimenez takes a 
break after 
working a long day 
in ship's laundry. 

U.S. Navy 




missile defense. "I don't think anything 
can touch us, really," he says. 

On the bridge, digital flat panels with 
touch-screen format have replaced 
analog screens, and communication 
that once required miles of heavy cable 
now happens with fiber optics, reducing 
the ship's weight. Reagan is the test 
platform for the Integrated Communica- 
tion Advanced Network, or ICAN, the 
largest machinery control system in the 
world. Comprised of multiple networks 
all interconnected, ICAN monitors more 
than 10,000 devices aboard the carrier. 
In an attack or malfunction, informa- 
tion is simply rerouted. 

Chief Warrant Officer Jay Larkey is 
Reagan's interior communications 
maintenance officer. He's spent three 
years working out the system's bugs - 
no small challenge. On the other hand, 
he's one of few experts on ICAN and, 
thus, extremely valuable to the fleet. 

"All the carriers are going to be built 
with a version of ICAN aboard from 
now on," he says. "Because it's commer- 
cial and off the shelf, there's no training 
available yet in the Navy to maintain it. 
My people have learned through on-the- 
job training. It's pretty remarkable." 

Life Aboard. With the air wing aboard, 
the Reagan is home to nearly 6,000 men 
and women. That's the population of, 
say, Sidney, Neb., or Hampton Univer- 
sity in Virginia. "Space is a challenge," 
says Chief Petty Officer Wilson Wil- 
liams, who oversees the ship's Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation division. "You 
have all these personnel but not as 
much room to entertain all of them. The 
aircraft deck is ideal, but with the 
aircraft in there, it becomes a problem. 
And with our operational schedule, 
trying to plug events in is difficult." 

Still, crewmembers would have to 
work hard to be bored. The Reagan's 
size allows for bigger activities than 
most ships, including sumo wrestling, 
volleyball tournaments, movies in the 
hangar bay and even full-court basket- 
ball. "They can actually move the 
aircraft up on the flight deck if we have 
a no-fly day," Williams says. "We have 
two brand-new fiberglass basketball 



Do You Have Di 



? Are You on Medicare? 



If you answered 'Yes" to both questions, the cost of your diabetes testing supplies may be covered* 



Call 1-866-294-1530 



Know the facts about Medicare coverage for 
individuals with diabetes. Liberty Medical Supply is 
the nations leader in home delivery of diabetes testing 
supplies. We are a Medicare participating provider. You 
could be eligible for our complete home delivery 
program of diabetes testing supplies, and the cost may 
be covered by Medicare. 

No up-front costs.* You pay no money up front when 
you order diabetes testing supplies from Liberty. With 
qualified supplemental insurance, you may owe nothing 
at all. 

No claim forms to fill out. We will bill Medicare 
and your supplemental insurance company for you. 

No charge for shipping. Your order will be 
delivered to your home with no charge for shipping. 
You won't have to stand in pharmacy lines or go out in 
bad weather. 



To learn if you are eligible, call us toll-free: 
1-866-294-1530 

* Co-payments and deductibles apply. 

Liberty's Family of Companies also provides prescription 
medications. Ale testing and ostomy supplies. 

The Liberty Family of Companies is in compliance with 
Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 




We Deliver Better Health 




"My new walk-in tub from Premier 
Bathrooms has made taking a bath a 
pleasure again. Thanks Premier!" 



Does getting in or out of the tub worry you? Is taking a 
bath a struggle, not a pleasure? 

Now there's an answer, it's the tub with the door; a walk-in bath 
from Premier. 

Premier has helped thousands of people worldwide trade a struggle 
with their old bath tub for the safety and comfort of a walk-in bath. 
If getting in or out of the tub is difficult or uncomfortable call 
Premier today to find out more about our best-selling line of 
walk-in bath tubs. 



"Call today and ask for your free brochure and to find out how a walk-in bath 
tub from Premier will bring you comfort, pleasure, and peace of mind." 

- Ed McMahon 



For further details or to receive your FREE brochure 
CALL NOW • TOLL FREE 

1-800-578-2899 

Source Code: P 142 



Please send me a FREE brochure on THE MOST VERSATILE BATH EVER! 
Name Telephone ( ) 



P142 



. State _ 



-Zip. 



Send to: Premier Bathrooms, Inc., 2330 South Nova Rd., South Daytona, Florida 32119 



CVN 76, by the numbers 

Home to about 6,000 Navy 
personnel when underway 

Approximately 20,000 
meals served daily and can 
stock 90 days of 
refrigerated and dry 
storage goods 

Post office processes more 
than 1 million pounds of 
mail a year 

Distillation plants provide 
400,000 gallons of fresh 
water from sea water daily, 
enough for 2,000 homes 

Nearly 30,000 light fixtures, 
1,400 telephones, and 
1,325 miles of cable and 
wiring 

Five dentists and an oral 
surgeon 

Five physicians and a 63- 
bed hospital ward 

Costs the Navy 
approximately $2.5 million 
per day for underway 
operations, including 
sailors' salaries 



The Reagan's honor guard 
salutes ashes of veterans during 
a burial at sea in the Pacific, near 
where the USS Lexington was 
sunk in the Battle of the Coral 
Sea during World War II. u.s.Navy 



Decoding the ship's seal 

Red border echoes the red rim of the 
Reagans' White House china. 

Four gold stars represent Reagan's 
40th presidency and his four pillars of freedom: preserving 
individual liberty, promoting economic opportunity, advancing 
democracy around the world and instilling national pride. 

"Peace Through Strength" summarizes the Reagan doctrine by 
which America won the Cold War. 

The carrier and the West Coast represent Reagan's terms as 
California governor and the ship's homeport in the Pacific Fleet. 

Three aircraft symbolize Reagan's major military operations: 
Operation Urgent Fury (Grenada, 1983), Operation El Dorado 
Canyon (Libya, 1986) and Operation Praying Mantis (Iran, 1988). 

The globe signifies Reagan's vision of global democracy, 
with the United States in the center representing national 
pride and patriotism. 




goals. Put those up and you have a full 
court. We'll put chairs around it, turn it 
into a coliseum and have a good time." 

The ship has satellite service, so with 
TVs on all the mess decks and even in 
berthing compartments, sailors can stay 
current on their favorite sports teams. 
Other amenities include three gyms, a 
library, a small movie theater, a wireless 
Internet cafe and Starbucks coffee. 

And the Reagan is the test platform 
for another technological leap: Vending 
in a Box, or VIB, a mega-vending 
machine that can refrigerate, store and 
dispense 1,560 cans of soda. That's 
about 65 cases. In comparison, conven- 
tional soda machines store 550 cans. A 
second VIB will go on the mess decks. 

With thousands of men and women 
under his command, how does Kraft 
keep his thumb on the pulse of the 
Reagan's crew? "I have my own weekly 
TV show called 'CO's Call' that is 
shown live," he explains. "The crew has 
an opportunity to e-mail or call with 
questions or concerns. I also highlight 
one of many outstanding sailors every 
day. Speaking over our announcement 
system, I talk about his or her accom- 
plishments and how they enable us to 
meet our mission requirements because 
of their hard work and dedication." 

With any luck, Machinist's Mate 3rd 
Class Clarice Salome will be one of 
those sailors. In training to be an 
engineering laboratory technician, she 
boarded the Reagan just two months 
before deployment. Not only is this her 
first assignment to an aircraft carrier, 
it's also her first assignment to a ship. 

"At first I got a little turned around," 
she admits. "Now that I know where 
things are, I can't believe I actually got 
lost. For someone just getting here it 
can seem overwhelming." 

With so many people aboard, Salome 
doesn't expect to meet everyone. Even 
so, she sees a team building. "Everyone 
has that feeling of making history," she 
says. "We're taking this ship on her first 
deployment. That's something only we 
will be able to share." || 

Matt Grills is an assistant editor at The 
American Legion Magazine. 
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Medicare Covers Erectile Dysfunction Correction 



Nothing impacts the sexual health and 
well-being of a couple and their intimate 
relationship more than Erectile 
Dysfunction (ED). Therefore, any 
treatment used must address the needs of 
both people involved. 

The male erection involves a very 
complicated interaction of many of the 
body's systems. The natural erection process 
can be interrupted by many underlying 
disease states and/or conditions. 

The most common underlying causes 
of Erectile Dysfunction are: Diabetes, 
Hypertension, Vascular Disease, and 
Drug Interaction. 

For many, the first-choice of treatment 
for ED should be Vacuum Therapy. 

Unlike drugs, pills, or injections, Vacuum 
Therapy is non-invasive and has no side- 
effects. Negative pressure mimics the body's 
natural function and produces an almost 
instant erection. 

This uniquely simple technology uses the 
body's blood to create erection much in the 
way the natural process works and maintains 
erection for sexual intercourse. The big 



difference is with Vacuum Therapy you 
control erection - with drug treatments the 
drug controls erection - not you. 

In fact y Vacuum Therapy is predictable, 
reliable, and gives spontaneous results other 
treatments simply cannot claim. You and your 
partner will be able to control when, where 
and how long you want to be intimate. 

Vacuum Therapy is also the only 
treatment that provides a significant 
therapeutic benefit while also creating 
functional erection. 

Some men actually regain spontaneous 
erections as vascular health is improved 
using Vacuum Therapy. Countless couples 
have brought the joy back into their lives 
with the ED Vacuum Therapy systems. 

Vacuum Therapy Systems are covered 
by Medicare and most insurance 
companies. That means little, if any out of 
pocket expense to you! 
Call Discount Diabetic to order at 
1-800-276-1982. 

Vacuum Therapy Systems are safe, 
simple, effective, reliable, predictable, 
spontaneous and produces an almost 



"Instant Erection". Each system includes 
an instructional manual, instructional 
video, pump head, cylinder, loading 
cone, tension systems, personal 
lubricant and carrying case. 

Simple one hand operation that is 
easy to use. Battery operated so no 
manual work needed. Higher quality 
than competitors. Small inconspicuous 
rings compared to competitors for more 
sensation. 30 day 100% money back 
guarantee vs other companies 80%. FDA 
registered and Medically Approved Device. 
Lifetime Manufacturer Warranty vs other 
companies 1-3 year warranty. 

Discount Diabetic also provides NO 
COST - Diabetes Testing Supplies and 
Arthritis Heating Pads - all covered by 
Medicare and most insurance companies! 
You can also get almost any diabetic meter 
at NO COST to you by calling Discount 
Diabetic at 1-800-276-1982. Some 
restrictions. You do not have to have 
diabetes to receive your vacuum therapy 
system. ^Deductible and copay may apply. 
CALL 1-800-276-1982. 




SALT LAKE 

is excited to host the 

AMERICAN LEGION'S 
88TH NATIONAL CONVENTION 

August 25-31, 2006 



After a full week of your convention, 
stick around and enjoy the magnificent 
Rocky Mountains or visit one of 1 3 
National Parks/Monuments within a 
day's drive of Salt Lake. 

Web: www.visitsaltlake.com 
Email: slcvb@saltlake.org 
Phone: 800.541.4955 







Folds up flat for storage 



40° > MORE CAPACITY 
PjSJS. EASY-FLOW UHL0RDIHG 

Clear acres of heavy grass and lawn debris with sitting- 
down ease! The new Cyclone Rake PRO holds up to 415 
gallons and features our Easy-Flow™ unloading system. 
Rugged engine-driven vacuum mulcher gives incredible 
lifting power for the toughest jobs. Hitches to almost any 
riding mower, and it's affordable for homeowners 



Call for FREE video foil- I.OO 
and information kit Free 1 OD 


6759 8155 


Woodland Power Products, Inc., Dept. AL406, 72 Acton St., West Haven, CT 0651 6 al.CycloneRake.com 





BY MILTON COPULOS 

When gasoline prices skyrock- 
eted in the wake of hurri- 
canes Katrina and Rita, 
America's excessive dependence on 
imported oil once again catapulted to 
prominence on the national agenda. 
What remains to be seen, however, is 
whether or not this latest warning 
about our increasing energy vulnerabil- 
ity will result in concrete action. 

More than three decades have passed 
since the 1973 oil embargo first alerted 
the nation to the dangers inherent in an 
undue reliance on oil from abroad. Yet, 
despite volumes of rhetoric and myriad 
quick-fix attempts, we are far worse off 
today than we were three decades ago. 
Indeed, the proportion of domestic oil 
consumption accounted for by imports 
is almost 75 percent higher than it was 
in 1973 and, if current trends persist, 
will soon be double that amount. 

Worse, the volume of U.S. oil imports 
from the unstable Persian Gulf region is 
five and a half times what it was just 
20 years ago. 

It doesn't have to be this way. 



Myth of Energy Scarcity. Within five 
years, oil imports could be reduced by 
40 percent. Within 15 years, they could 
be reduced by 75 percent, and within 
25 years, oil imports could be elimi- 
nated entirely. Moreover, these goals 
can be met without discovering a 
technological breakthrough. 

It is first necessary to dispel one of 
the most persistent myths about our 
energy dependence: the United States 
lacks energy resources. The facts say 
otherwise: 

■ According to the U.S. Geological 
Survey (USGS), the United States has 
almost 175 billion barrels of oil 
reserves. These include 21.9 billion 
barrels of "proved oil reserves" - oil 
that has been discovered and can be 
produced right now - and more than 
150 billion barrels of "undiscovered" 
reserves. 

■ The USGS estimates that the United 
States has 1,430.6 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas reserves. 

■ The USGS estimates that there are 
23.6 billion barrels of natural gas 




Our own resources - and resourcefulness 
- can deliver us from dependence on 
foreign energy suppliers. 



commentary 
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liquids reserves - products such as 
propane, butane and ethane - in the 
U.S. resource base. 

■ The United States is the Saudi Arabia 
of coal, with 496.1 billion tons of 
demonstrated reserves - 27 percent of 
the world total. 

■ The United States has between 

500 billion and 1.1 trillion barrels of 
oil in the form of oil shale. 

■ Finally, the United States has approx- 
imately 4.85 billion pounds of ura- 
nium reserves. 

And those are just the so-called 
"conventional" energy resources. In 
addition, the nation also has renewable 
resources of a similar magnitude. 
According to Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory, a total of 1.366 billion tons 
of biomass is available for energy 
production annually. 

Perhaps the greatest untapped energy 
resource, though, is found in America's 
"methane hydrates." Called "the ice 
that burns," methane hydrates are 
composed of natural gas trapped in an 
ice matrix. It is believed that as much 



as half the world's carbon is contained 
in these deposits. 

According to the U.S. Department of 
Energy, the United States has some 
320,222 trillion cubic feet of natural gas 
in the form of methane hydrates, the 
equivalent of 51.1 trillion barrels of oil. 
Indeed, one on-shore deposit of meth- 
ane hydrates in Alaska contains 519 
trillion cubic feet of natural gas, the 
equivalent of 82.9 billion barrels of oil. 
Yet, given its wealth of resources, the 
United States remains dependent on oil 
from abroad. As Pogo said, "We have 
met the enemy, and he is us." 

The bulk of our undeveloped energy 
resources is found on federal lands or 
federally controlled areas offshore. 
Since the 1970s these areas have 
increasingly become foreclosed to 
natural resource exploration and 
development. Even where development 
is allowed, stringent regulations make 
extraction much more costly than 
would otherwise be the case. 

But regulation is not the only culprit. 
The oil industry was born in the United 



Sites to visit 

The Department 
of Energy's 
Energy Star Program 
www.energystar.gov 

The Alliance 
to Save Energy 
www.ase.org 
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Energy-saving 
tips 

Cut energy bills with 
minimal investment. 

Turn down the 
thermostat. 

A setting of 68 
degrees during the 
day and 55 degrees 
at night will reduce 
heating costs from 
5 percent to 
20 percent. 

Change furnace 
filters every month. 

A clogged filter can 
add 5 percent to 
your heating costs. 

Lower temperature 
settings on hot- 
water heaters. 

A 120-degree 
setting will reduce 
water heating costs 
from 7 percent to 
11 percent. 

Caulk windows and 
doors. An unsealed 
window can allow as 
much heat to escape 
as would if it were 
wide open. The 
solution: a $1.99 tube 
of caulking. 

Look for other 
openings such as 
vents, pipes, etc., 
that allow heat to 
escape. Caulking 
around these 
openings can save 
hundreds of dollars 
per year. 



Library of Congress 



States. Indeed, America was the world's 
leading oil exporter through the 1950s. 
As a result, most of the large North 
American oil fields that could be 
produced at relatively low cost have 
long been developed. Higher costs and a 
hostile regulatory environment have 
driven much of the investment in oil 
and gas exploration and development 
overseas. Moreover, the availability of 
relatively cheap oil, until recently, has 
made the development of alternatives 
such as oil shale unattractive. 

But in recent years, the global oil mar- 
ket has undergone a dramatic change. 
Demand for oil from the emerging 
economies of China, India and parts of 
Eastern Europe has placed enormous 
upward pressure on energy prices - 
pressure that is unlikely to abate. As a 
result, America's tab for imports will 
continue to grow unless the United 
States reduces its growing dependence. 

Solving the Problem. What, then, can 
be done? The answer lies in a three- 
phase program to make full use of 
domestic resources and alternatives that 
can bring about a 40-percent import 
reduction in five years, a 75-percent 
reduction in 15 years, and the complete 
elimination of imports within 25 years. 
In implementing such a program, it is 
essential to understand the role oil plays 
in our economy and how this impacts 
our ability to reduce imports. 

The key to reducing import depen- 
dence lies primarily in addressing 
transportation needs. Roughly two- 
thirds of U.S. oil consumption is ac- 
counted for by the transportation sector. 
The lion's share of this oil goes to power 
more than 220 million privately owned 
vehicles. But reducing oil consumption 
for transportation is not a simple task. 



The average life of a car or light truck is 
16.8 years, and the average age of a fleet 
is 8.5 years, so conventional fuels will 
be needed for some time to come, even 
if every new vehicle purchased used an 
alternative. Therefore, the first task is to 
provide new sources of conventional 
fuels to make the transition to non- 
petroleum alternatives. Fortunately, new 
sources are available, and together they 
can provide a 40-percent reduction in 
imports within five years. 

PhpiirtQ | A 40-PERCENT 
nlOloU 1 REDUCTION 

Use Alaska's "stranded" gas. Approxi- 
mately 104 trillion cubic feet of natural 
gas have been discovered on Alaska's 
North Slope. Much of that has been 
identified at the Prudhoe Bay oil field. 
The Fischer-Tropsch process, a technol- 
ogy to convert natural gas into clean- 
burning motor fuel, has existed since 
the 1920s. Indeed, it was used by 
Germany during World War II to 
manufacture the fuel that powered its 
tanks and planes. Up to 1.2 million 
barrels per day of fuel could be pro- 
duced in Alaska using this process and 
transported to the lower 48 states 
through the existing pipeline. 

Use offshore gas. Thirty percent of the 
1,430 trillion cubic feet of natural gas 
reserves is in federal offshore areas, 
many of which are foreclosed to explo- 
ration. Opening these areas could 
provide another 1.5 million barrels per 
day of motor fuel using the Fischer- 
Tropsch process. 

Expand the use of ethanol in motor 
fuel. Currently, about 4 percent of all 
motor fuel is blended with up to 10 
percent ethanol. By simply extending the 
use of ethanol to all motor fuel, some 
630,000 barrels of oil per day could be 
offset. So-called "flex-fuel" vehicles can 
use fuel blends that contain up to 
85 percent ethanol. If all new vehicles 
using internal combustion engines were 
required to have "flex-fuel" capability, 
another 900,000 barrels of petroleum 
fuel could be replaced daily for a total of 
1.5 million barrels per day. 

Take advantage of non-transportation 
opportunities to reduce imports. Currently 




Watering chores, water bills! Sweating behind a roaring mower! 
Spraying poison chemicals and digging weeds... 





..you can end such lawn drudgery- here's how! 



Amazoy is the Trade Mark registered U.S. 
Patent Office for our Meyer Zoysia Grass. 

Mow your zoysia lawn once a month -or less! It rewards you with weed-free beauty all summer long. 



0 Ways Your Zoysia Grass Lawn 
Saves You Time, Work, and Money! 



OCUTS WATER BILLS AND 
MOWING AS MUCH AS 2/3 

Would you believe a lawn could be perfect when 
watered just once? In Iowa, the state's biggest 
Men's Garden club picked a zoysia lawn as "top 
lawn - nearly perfect." Yet, this lawn had been 
watered only once all summer to August! 

In PA, Mrs. M.R. Mitter wrote "I've never 
watered it, only when I put the plugs in... Last 
summer we had it mowed 2 times... When every- 
body's lawns here are brown from drought, ours 
stays as green as ever." That's how zoysia lawns 
cut water bills and mowing! Now read on! 

©ENDS RE-SEEDING 
NEVER NEEDS REPLACEMENT 

Plug in our zoysia grass and you'll never have to 
spend money on grass seed again! Since you 
won't be buying seeds, you won't need to dig and 
rake - then hope the seeds take root before birds 
eat them or the next hard rain washes them away. 

©NO NEED TO DIG UP OLD GRASS 
Plant Amazoy in old lawn, new ground, 
whatever. Set 1" square plugs into holes in the soil 
1 foot apart, checkerboard style. Plugs spread to 
drive out old, unwanted growth, weeds included. 
Easy instructions with your order. If you can put 
a cork into a bottle, you can plug in Amazoy. 

©FOR SLOPES, PLAY AREAS, 
AND BARE SPOTS 

You can't beat Amazoy as the low cost answer for 
hard-to-cover spots, play- worn areas, or to end 
erosion on slopes. 

© Zoysia Farm Nurseries 2006 3617 Old Taney town Rd., Taney town, MD 21787 



©IT STAYS GREEN IN SPITE OF 
HEAT AND DROUGHT 

"The hotter it gets, the better it grows!" Plug-in 
zoysia thrives in blistering heat, yet it won't 
winter kill to 30° below zero. It just goes off its 
green color after killing frosts, begins regaining 
its green color as temps, in the spring are consis- 
tently warm. Of course, this varies with climate. 




Thrives from part shade to full sun. 



Every Plug GUARANTEED TO GROW 
IN YOUR SOIL No lis, Ands Or Buts! 

Read a guarantee no grass seed can match! 

Won't Winter Kill. Amazoy has survived 
temperatures to 30° below zero! 
Won't Heat Kill. When other grasses burn out 
in summer drought and heat, Amazoy remains 
luxuriously green. 

Any plug failing to grow in 45 days will be 
replaced FREE! To insure maximum freshness and 
viability, plugs are shipped not cut all the way 
through. Before planting, finish the separation with 
shears or knife. Our guarantee and planting method 
are your assurance of lawn success backed by more 
than five decades of specialized lawn experience! 



CHOKES OUT CRABGRASS 
AND WEEDS ALL SUMMER 

Your established Amazoy lawn grows so 
thick, it simply stops crabgrass and summer 
weeds from germinating! 

©NO NEED TO SPEND MONEY ON 
DANGEROUS CHEMICALS 

Since zoysia lawns resist insects AND 
diseases, you avoid the risk of exposing 
your family or pets to weedkillers and 
pesticide poisons. Plug in Amazoy and save 
the money, avoid the risks! 

Endless Supply of Plug Transplants 

Transplant plugs from established Amazoy 
as you desire -plugged area grows over to 
provide all the plugs you'll ever need. 

FQ EE? Exclusive Step-on or Power Plugger 
" m% EEs with orders of 400 plugs or more. 

Starting your lawn is easy with our pluggers 
that cut away unwanted growth as they dig 
holes for plugs. Both are light, but rugged to 
help save time, work and effort. The step-on 
plugger is also an invaluable transplant tool. 



Meyer Zoysia Grass was perfected by 
U.S. Govt., released in cooperation with 
U.S. Golf Association as a superior grass. 



www.ZoysiaFarms.com /mag 



NOT SHIPPED OUTSIDE USA or into WA or OR. 



Please send me guaranteed Amazoy as checked: 




PACK 


# PLUGS 


# Free Plugs 


Free Bonus 


Retail Value 


Your PRICE 


Add S&H 


SAVINGS 


□ Basic 


100 






$ 7.95 


$ 7.95 


$2.50 




□ 2 Basic Packs 
+ 1 FREE 


200 


100 




$ 23.85 


$15.90 


$5.00 


30% 


□ 4 Basic Packs 
+ 2 FREE 


400 


200 


Free 

Step-on Plugger 


$ 54.65 


$31.80 


$7.50 


40% 


□ 5 Basic Packs 
+ 3 FREE 


500 


300 


Free 

Step-on Plugger 


$ 70.55 


$39.75 


$10.00 


42% 


□ 6 Basic Packs 
+ 4 FREE 


600 


400 


Free 

Step-on Plugger 


$ 86.45 


$47.70 


$12.50 


44% 


□ 9 Basic Packs 
+ 7 FREE 


900 


700 


Free 

Power Plugger 


$152.15 


$71.55 


$15.00 


50% 


□ 10 Basic Packs 
+ 9 FREE 


1000 


900 


Free 

Power Plugger 


$176.00 


$79.50 


$17.50 


54% 


□ Step-on Plugger $6.95 


□ Power Plugger for 3/8" Drill $24.95 



Mail to: Zoysia Farm Nurseries General Offices and Store 
3617 Old Taneytown Road, Taneytown, MD 21787 

Write price of order here $ _ 
MD residents add 5% tax $ _ 
Shipping & Handling (S&H) $. 
ENCLOSED TOTAL $_ 

Card # Exp. Date_ 

Name 

Address 

City 

State 



Dept. 481 



Payment method 
(check one) 

□ Check □ M0 

□ MasterCard 

□ Visa 



. ZIP_ 



We ship all orders the same day plugs are packed at earliest correct planting time in your area. 



Add insulation. 

insulation is rated 
on the basis of 
resistance to heat 
flow, or "R-value." 
The higher the 
R-value, the 
greater the 
insulation benefit. 

install storm 
windows or 
insulated windows. 

Older homes lose a 
great deal of heat 
through their 
windows. Storm 
windows were once 
used to help reduce 
this loss, but today 
insulated windows - 
some with ratings 
as high as R-10- 
perform the 
same function. 

Wrap hot-water 
heater with 
jacket insulation. 

This can save up to 
10 percent in water 
heating costs. 

install a 
geothermal 
heat pump. 

As with conventional 
heat pumps, they 
provide both heating 
and cooling but only 
use from 10 percent 
to 20 percent as 
much energy. While 
more expensive to 
install, they more 
than pay for 
themselves over 
time. 

-M.C. 




Library of Congress 



500,000 barrels of oil per day are used 
for home heating. A program to replace 
oil heating units with geothermal heat 
pumps could eliminate this use entirely. 
Moreover, because these heating and 
cooling systems only use about 10 
percent as much energy as a convention- 
al system, the cost of installation would 
be more than offset, saving the consum- 
er money while saving energy. 

Provide incentives for alternative fuel 
vehicles. Encouraging the purchase of 
hybrid electric, plug-in electric, propane 
and natural-gas vehicles could reduce 
import requirements by 325,000 barrels 
per day in five years. 

Taken together, the steps outlined 
above would result in a reduction in our 
import requirements of 42 percent. 

PhflM I! A 75-PERCENT 
nUDOO 11 REDUCTION 

In achieving the initial 40-percent 
reduction, the process of moving away 
from conventional petroleum is initi- 
ated. In the next phase, this process 
accelerates, along with the development 
of certain domestic alternatives with 
longer lead times. They include: 

Develop Alaska's North Slope. The last 
"supergiant" oilfield known to exist in 
North America, the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge has the potential of 
adding at least 1.5 million barrels per 
day of new oil production within 10 
years. Oil fields in the Naval Petroleum 
Reserve, Alaska, could raise this total 
by as much as 1 million within a 
similar time frame. 



Develop oil shale and biomass alterna- 
tives. Within 15 years, we could be 
producing up to 2.5 million barrels of 
oil from shale and/or biomass. 

Growth in alternative fuel vehicles. 
Expanded use of hybrid electric, plug-in 
electric, propane, natural gas and 
alcohol-fueled vehicles could reduce 
import requirements by an additional 
4.2 million barrels per day. 

Added to the reductions achieved in 
Phase I, Phase II would result in a 75.3- 
percent reduction in import require- 
ments despite an estimated 20-percent 
growth in overall demand. 

ID hair* in 111 eliminate imports 

rlldbC III ENTIRELY 

In Phase III, the transition to hybrid 
and other alternative-fuel vehicles will 
be completed. In addition, technologies 
to economically recover natural gas 
from methane hydrates and for the 
conversion of cellulose to petroleum 
substitutes will be fully developed in 
this phase. Oil shale production also 
will be well-established. The transfor- 
mation of the private motor vehicle fleet 
from conventional internal combustion- 
powered vehicles to alternative-fueled 
and hybrids will result in a reduction in 
conventional motor-fuel requirements of 
at least 50 percent. The perfection of 
new technologies will permit the 
substitution of renewable or unconven- 
tional sources for crude oil and conven- 
tional natural gas. With these changes, 
oil imports no longer will be necessary. 

The stunning energy price increases 
of the past two years are a clear signal 
that the time has come to get serious 
about reducing America's excessive 
dependence on imported oil. It is a 
signal that no longer can be ignored. 
Fortunately, the problem can be solved. 
The United States has the natural 
resources and it has the technology. All 
that is required is the political will. || 

Milton Copulos is president of the 
National Defense Council Foundation, 
www.ndcf.org. He served 12 years as a 
member of the National Petroleum 
Council and was director of energy 
studies at the Heritage Foundation. 
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IMPORTANT NOTE 



"Feel Sexually Healthy... 

Right Now!" 



To Whom It May Concern: 

I'm writing to thank you for the wonderful effect your product, MAXODERM Connection 
has had on my marriage. 

My husband and I have 2 children and life is hectic to say the least. Although 
I love my husband very much, our feelings toward each other have gone from 
passionate to "compassionate". Intimacy is certainly not a term we're very 
familiar with these days. We both seem to be so run down at the end of the 
day, that neither of us have the urge to "get started". I was even concerned 
that one of us or both for that matter were beginning to suffer from a more 
physical problem with sexual intimacy. 

I decided to take the matter into my own hands and do some research. I 
found that minor issues with sexual intimacy, such as a lack of desire and 
arousal, can be easily helped by introducing new and safe methods of 
stimulation to the relationship. When I found your MAXODERM Connection 
on the web, I knew that I found an answer. Your site explained how your 
TOPICAL formula goes to work instantly upon application to drastically 
increase stimulation and sensation. Although, I was not sure what my 
husband would think, I decided to give it a try. 

WOW! The results were simply amazing! First, since it's applied topically so 
there's no waiting for something to happen. With MAXODERM Connection, 
you feel it working instantly - unlike swallowing a pill! I've read that as little as 
5% of the pill's ingredients actually make it into your system and often take at 
least 3-4 weeks to work. And because MAXODERM Connection is an herbal 
formula, you don't need a prescription! With MAXODERM Connection, we 
were actually able to enjoy the application process and we literally felt like 
newlyweds again. Not only was the effects exhilarating for me, but my 
husband felt "more virile" than he'd felt in years. I've also had some of my 
friends try it with their husbands - they can't thank me enough. 

You hear so much these days about herbal pills that claim to do this and 
claim to do that. We didn't want to just take a pill. We wanted something that 
was not only going to enhance our arousal and desire, but also bring something 
fun to the bedroom. We found it with your product and now we're not going to 
lose it again. I have to say I've never felt so SEXUALLY HEALTHY in my life! 

Thank you for making a product that's had such an impact on the BOTH of us. 

Alison M. 
Dallas, TX 

P.S., Let your readers know - I'm pretty sure they can still get 
a FREE MONTH SUPPLY of MAXODERM Connection with 
their order by calling 1-800-895-1913 or by visiting their website 
at www.maxodermct.com Oh, and even better, their product 
is backed by a 120 Day Full Money Back Guarantee. 

Individual results may vary. These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. 
This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease. AL0406 
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Not only was the 



effect exhilarating for me, 
but my husband felt 

'more virile' than 
he'd felt in years, j j 



AXODERM 





BY STEVE BROOKS 

Martin Rue's right arm bears little resem- 
blance to a normal human arm. Scars 
run up and down it. Uneven patches of skin 
can be seen where bullets ripped through his 
flesh. During his recovery at Great Lakes 
Naval Hospital, 111., doctors described Rue's 
right thumb as "ape-like." He lost use of it 
and can no longer button his shirt, zip his fly 
or tie his shoe with his right hand. He had to 
learn how to write with his left hand. The 
wounds Rue suffered during the Vietnam 
War earned him the Purple Heart, as well as 
a service-connected disability rating of 
100 percent. 

He's never fully recovered. Ulcerations on 
his right leg force him to soak the leg in 



saltwater every day before he dresses. He 
battled bone-marrow infections after his 
discharge from the Army. Every two years or 
so he's back in the hospital for extended 
stays. But Rue - a member of Thomas Larkin 
Memorial American Legion Post 237 in 
Oglesby, 111. - wouldn't trade his military 
service for perfect health. "When another 
country wants to be free, we need to help 
them find that means," he says. "Women, 
children, citizens of that country shouldn't 
have to be afraid. I feel it's our obligation to 
help those countries, and I wouldn't change a 
thing about serving in the military." 

But Rue would change one thing about the 
years following: the inequity he's faced since 
he was medically retired by the Army. He 
draws a monthly disability payment from the 



Department of Veterans Affairs, but his 
Army retirement pay is forfeited by the 
amount of his disability compensation. Each 
month Rue receives a statement from the 
Department of Defense listing his retirement 
pay as more than $1,100. But because of the 
offset, the statement shows Rue's net retire- 
ment pay as $0. 

He is a Chapter 61 veteran as stated under 
Title 10, U.S. Code: medically retired with 
less than 20 years in the service, therefore 
ineligible to receive retirement pay and 
disability compensation. He is denied what is 
known as concurrent receipt. Chapter 61 
veterans number more than 130,000. Rue 
calculates more than $300,000 in lost retire- 
ment pay through the years. 

"We didn't ask to be retired," Rue says. "I 
went through three physical evaluation 
boards before they threw me out. We're not 
asking for much here. We just want what we 
believe we've earned." 

A Class System. In 1891, Congress passed a 
law prohibiting active-duty and retired 
military personnel from receiving disability 
payments. 

Current law denying concurrent receipt for 
service-connected military retirees was 
established in 1944 by Public Law 78-314, 
allowing retired military personnel to waive 
an amount of their retirement pay equal to 
their veterans disability compensation. 

The advantage for the veteran is that 
military retirement pay is considered taxable 
income, while veterans disability compensa- 
tion is not. 

Different types of disabled military retirees 
receive different levels of compensation. 

■ Combat-Related Special Compensation 
recipients are retirees with 20 or more years 
of service with combat-related medical 
disabilities. They receive concurrent receipt: 
their full military retirement pay along with 
their tax-free VA disability compensation. 

■ Twenty-year retirees who are rated 100 
percent for individual unemployability are 
having their military retirement pay phased 
in during the next three years. Other mili- 
tary retirees with 20 or more years of service 
and service-connected disability ratings of 
50 percent to 90 percent are receiving a 
phased-in version of their retirement pay and 
full VA disability compensation. 

■ All other military retirees with fewer 



than 20 years of service, including Chap- 
ter 61 veterans, and all other military 
retirees with more than 20 years of service 
who are rated 40-percent disabled or less are 
still subject to the dollar-for-dollar offset. 

Congress is well aware of the problem. 
Some call it a "disabled veterans tax," termi- 
nology The American Legion has adopted. 

■ H.R. 303, the Retired Pay Restoration Act 
of 2005, introduced by Rep. Mike Bilirakis, R- 
Fla., provides concurrent receipt to retirees 
with 20 or more years of service who are 
rated less than 50-percent service-connected 
disabled. It eliminates the phase-in for all 
disabled veterans. It also allows Chapter 61 
retirees to apply for CRSC, for which they 
currently do not qualify. Sen. Harry Reid, D- 
Nev., has introduced similar legislation, 

S. 558, in the Senate. 

■ H.R. 995, introduced by Rep. Jerry 
Weller, R-I1L, provides for payment of CRSC 
to Purple Heart recipients medically retired 
with less than 20 years of service. 

■ H.R. 1366, also introduced by Bilirakis, 
allows veterans who have combat-related 
disabilities to collect VA disability compensa- 
tion and CRSC concurrently, regardless of 
their years of service. 

■ H.R. 2076, another Bilirakis measure, 
permits certain retired servicemembers with 
service-connected disabilities to receive both 
disability compensation from VA and either 
retired pay based on years of military 
service, or CRSC. Its Senate companion 
measure - S. 845, introduced by Reid - 
permits military retirees with service- 
connected disabilities to receive disability 
compensation and either retired pay or CRSC 
and eliminates the phase-in period. 

Rue is a staunch supporter of Weller's H.R. 
995 but is in favor of any legislation that will 
provide concurrent receipt to all retirees. 

"Those rated at 60-percent service connect- 
ed or above, chances are they are going to 
have trouble getting a good-paying job," Rue 
said. "I don't blame corporate America for 
that. Because of our compensation laws, 
hiring someone who is service-connected is 
an accident waiting to happen. But most 
severely disabled people I know want to 
work. They want to prove to themselves that 
they're still productive. But the fact is some 
of them cannot. How can you raise a family 
on a disability payment alone? That barely 
puts you above the poverty level." 



Resolution No. 436: Concurrent Receipt of 
Military Retired and Severance Pay and VA 
Disability Compensation for Disabled Retirees 
and Servicemembers 

RESOLVED, by The American Legion in National 
Convention assembled in Nashville, Tennessee, August 31, 
Sept. 1-2, 2004, that The American Legion expresses its 
gratitude to the Congress for the authorization of both 
Combat-Related Special Compensation (CRSC) and partial 
concurrent receipt for over 200,000 disabled military 
retirees but urges the Congress to authorize and fund full 
concurrent receipt for all disabled military retirees to 
include those rated at 40 percent and below; to authorize 
and fund CRSC for Temporary Early Retirement Authority 
(TERA) retirees, as well as the concurrent receipt of 
military disability retiree pay and VA disability 
compensation for those disabled military retirees; and, be 
it further 

RESOLVED, that The American Legion urge Congress to 
eliminate the phase-in of provisions in P.L. 108-136 so as 
to accelerate restored retired pay in fewer than 10 years; 
and, be it finally 

RESOLVED, that The American Legion also urges the 
Congress to authorize the concurrent receipt of military 
severance pay for less than 30-percent disabled 
servicemembers and VA disability compensation. 

Patriotism's Price. In 1965, Rue was a letter 
winner as a freshman defensive end for 
Northeast Missouri State's college football 
team. At 6-foot-3, 220 pounds, he helped his 
squad to an undefeated season in conference 
play. He hoped to one day play pro ball. 

But a higher calling came. After watching 
protests against the Vietnam War, Rue chose 
his own form of support for the U.S. troops. 
In April 1966, he joined them. 

"I was upset by all the protests I saw and by 
the way our troops were being treated when 
they came home," Rue said. "So I volun- 
teered. It seemed more important than 
playing football. It was my way of protesting. 
I felt that if the South Vietnamese people 
wanted the right to live out from under the 
rule of communism, we owed it to them to 
help." 

Forced to wait if he wanted to join the 
Marine Corps, Rue instead signed up with 
the Army. Originally given a clerical job, he 
longed for the infantry. So he employed a bit 
of creativity to get what he wanted. 

"I told my commander I was going to break 
every typewriter in the place until I was sent 
to the infantry," he said. "It took five type- 
writers 'falling' off my desk before they sent 
me where I wanted to go." 



Rue landed in Vietnam in October 1966. 
Five months later, while part of a three-man 
reconnaissance mission, he was wounded. 
He spent 14 months at Great Lakes, undergo- 
ing 15 major surgeries. He was in a cast from 
the hips down. In his own words, he wasn't 
much to see. 

"I went from 220 pounds to 150. I was all 
bones," he said. "I had a cousin who was a 
nurse, and when she came to see me and saw 
my wounds, she got sick. She was a nurse, 
but my wounds were so bad they made her 
physically ill." 

When Rue came home, he initially couldn't 
use his right leg. Crutches served as a 
replacement; his leg dragging the ground 
when he moved. Once a quick defensive end 
chasing down quarterbacks, he suddenly had 
to learn to walk again. 

Rue tried going back to school but eventu- 
ally went into the insurance business, earn- 
ing a broker's license and specializing in life 
insurance and estate planning. But because 
he occasionally missed work for weeks at a 
time during hospital stays, keeping him from 
meeting a newly established sales quota, he 
was forced into a disability retirement. He 
went on Social Security disability before 
taking his current job as a nationally accred- 
ited service officer and superintendent of the 
Veterans Assistance Commission of LaSalle 
County, 111. 

"If I had to do it all over again, I'd do it 
again because I still believe in it," said Rue of 
his military service. "But we need all the 
help and support we can to end this 
unfairness." Otherwise, he said, those now 
serving in the armed forces will continue to 
pay an unfair price while others benefit. 

"One of the best means to increase your 
cash flow or lifestyle is war," Rue said. "It's 
the only industry where you can produce 
billions and billions of dollars worth of goods 
that will be destroyed tomorrow. And then 
you have to replace them. That's why defense 
contractors contribute so much to political 
campaigns. 

"But do they care about the soldier? No. It's 
always been said that if the leaders of coun- 
tries had to actually fight the war, there'd be 
no more wars. They forget quickly the price 
our soldiers pay." || 

Steve Brooks is senior editor at The American 
Legion Magazine. 
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Salt Lake City welcomes the Legion's 88th National Convention. 



This is the right place." Brigham Young uttered those five words when he and his group of 
Mormon pioneers - 143 men, three women, and two children - saw the land in the valley 
below them and realized they were home. 

This summer, 159 years later, Salt Lake City is the right place for the The American Legion's 
88th National Convention. The gathering of the world's largest veterans organization is sched- 
uled for Aug. 24 to 31 at the Salt Palace. 

The Mormons, members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, left the Midwest in 
1847 in hopes of finding freedom to practice their religion away from hostile mobs and persecu- 
tion. On the day they arrived, they immediately began tilling the soil and planting crops. Within 
a few days, the group had drawn up plans and named their new home Great Salt Lake City. 

Today, Salt Lake City Mayor Peter Corroon tells anyone who will listen that his city is still the 
right place: the "place where high-alpine altitude mingles with low-key attitudes, and warm 
hospitality combines with cool new attractions, hotels, museums, restaurants and clubs." 

Mining and railroads initially brought economic growth, and the city became known as the 
Crossroads of the West. Many of the pioneers who followed were European converts to Mormon- 
ism. They brought with them 
diverse cultures, languages and 
skills. Their social, economic and 
architectural contributions remain 
evident today. 

The city hosted the 2002 Winter 
Olympics and has developed a 
strong tourism industry in the 
past two decades. 

- Compiled by James V. Carroll 



FUN FACT: At 424 feet, the tallest 
building in Salt Lake City is the 
Wells Fargo Center on Main Street. 



Climate 

Salt Lake City is situated in an alpine basin once the site of ancient 
Lake Bonneville. Summer weather is generally dry but unpredictable. 
The city's 4,327-foot elevation plays a dominant role in its climate. 

in August, expect: 

• 80- to 90-degree daytime temperatures. 

• 50- to 60-degree nighttime temperatures. 

• 17-percent chance of measurable precipitation. 

• Rainfall averages just under an inch. 

in short, expect mostly warm, dry days under sunny or partly sunny 
skies with occasional short but sometimes intense rainstorms. 





Salt Lake City is visitor-friendly. Getting around on foot is easy, and public 
transportation is free within the downtown business district, roughly bounded by 
400 West, North Temple, 200 East and 500 South. 

Street numbers indicate how far you are from Temple Square in the middle of 
the city. North Temple, South Temple, West Temple and State Street bound the 
two-block square. Streets are numbered in multiples of 100. For example: 100 
South and 300 East would place you two blocks south and three blocks east of 
Temple Square. 

The city's major streets are remarkably wide. They were originally designed 
wide enough for a team of four oxen and a covered wagon to turn around. Visitors 
may wonder why containers filled with red flags are on many downtown sidewalks 
at mid-block. Pedestrians are encouraged to carry and even wave the flags as they 
cross to warn of their presence in the street. 

TRAX, the city's light-rail system, originates near the Delta Center at 400 West 
and runs east and west along South Temple to Main Street; north and south on 
Main Street between South Temple and 700 South; east and west on 700 South 
between Main Street and 200 West; and north and south to and from Sandy on 

200 West. The ride to Sandy takes about 38 

minutes. Visitors may also travel from 
downtown to the University of Utah. 

For locations of TRAX stations, bus stops 
and routes, call UTA at (801) 743-3882. 



FUN FACT: Salt Lake City is 
the largest city ever to host 
the Olympic Winter Games. 



Where the mountains meet the skyscrapers 

Salt Lake City is an eclectic community. It is cosmopolitan with a 
Western flair. More than 50 restaurants are within comfortable 
walking distance from downtown hotels. Cultural venues abound, and 
the city offers visitors a wide variety of entertainment activities. 

At the heart of Salt Lake City is Temple Square, one of the city's 
most popular attractions. The complex, headquarters of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, contains 15 historic and contempo- 
rary buildings, including the six-spire Salt Lake Temple and the domed 
Mormon Tabernacle. Visitors can enjoy an overview of the city, as well 
as the Wasatch and Oquirrh mountain ranges, to the east and west 
from atop the Church Office Building, one of the city's tallest 
structures. 

An 11-foot marble Christus statue is located at the North Visitors 
Center. The Beehive House, which served as the official residence of 
Brigham Young, is open to the public, along with Brigham Young 
Historic Park across the street to the east from the Temple Square 
complex. 

Across the street to the west of Temple Square, visitors can 
research their genealogy at the Family History Library, the largest 
repository of genealogical records in the world, or visit the Museum of 
Church History and Art. Across the street to the north is the 
Conference Center, featuring a landscaped terrace roof as well as a 
21,000-seat auditorium where the Mormon Tabernacle Choir practices 
and performs. Visitors are invited to attend practices and Sunday 
radio broadcasts. 

Across the street to the south, Crossroads Plaza and ZCMI Center 
Mall are home to more than 250 stores where visitors can shop in air- 
conditioned comfort. An Olympic dancing fountain is a popular 
attraction at the nearby Gateway Mall, three blocks east of Temple 
Square. The Delta Center, home of the NBA's Utah Jazz,and the 
historic Rio Grand/Amtrak Station are also located nearby. 
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Other attractions 

Clark Planetarium State-of-the-art full-dome Star Theatre 
and 3-D IMAX theater. 110 South 400 West 
Classic Cars Int'l More than 100 classic cars are on 
display, including those of famous movie personalities. 
355 West 700 South 

Galivan Center Salt Lake City's outdoor living room. 
Unique art pieces re-creating a natural Utah theme and 
entertainment daily. 239 South Main St. 
Megaplex 12 at the Gateway World-class, 12-screen 
movie theater featuring stadium seating. 165 South Rio 
Grande St. 

s The Children's Museum of Utah 



FUN FACT: The Family History 
Library has 2 billion names 
from all over the world. 
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Hands-on, minds-on discovery 
museum with more than 400 
interactive exhibit. 840 North 300 
' West 

Carriage For Hire Year-round horse-drawn carriage rides 
after 6 p.m. from Temple Square south gates. 
Historic Trolley Square The Upscale boutiques and 
restaurants housed in restored trolley car barns. 600 South 
700 East 

Taffy Town The world's largest manufacturer of gourmet 
taffy. 55 West 800 South 

Tracy Aviary Home to more than 400 birds, representing 
139 species. Summer free-flight bird shows. 589 East 1300 
South 

Olympic Cauldron Park Stand on the spot where Olympic 
athletes received their medals at the 2002 Winter Games, 
in addition to the cauldron, the park has a state-of-the-art 
visitors center that features a 180-degree cinematic 
experience. 457 South 1400 East on the University of Utah 
campus 

Emigration Visitors District Utah's art, culture, history 
and natural resources at the mouth of Emigration Canyon. 
1390 East Presidents Circle 
Jordan Commons Dining and 
entertainment experience featuring 
restaurants, Megaplex 17 Theaters 
and themed food court. 9400 South 
State St. 

Red Butte Garden Botanical 
gardens, Oranerie Indoor Garden, 
Children's Garden. 300 Wakara 
Utah Museum of Natural 
History 1390 E. Presidents 
Circle 

Utah's Hogle zoo See 

hundreds of animals. 2600 
Sunnyside Ave. 
wheeler Historic Farm 

Animals, farm tours, 
wagon rides, 
photography and art 
galleries. 6551 South 
900 East 



What do you know? 

How much do you know about Utah and Salt 
Lake City? Here are a few questions to test 
your knowledge: 

1. What is Utah's state emblem? 

2. Who founded Salt Lake City? 

3. What year was the city founded? 

4. What is Utah's state motto? 

5. What is Utah's state animal? 

6. When did Salt Lake City host the Olympic 
Winter Games? 

7. What NBA team calls the Delta 
Center home? 

8. What is Utah's state fish? 

9. is Great Salt Lake the saltiest lake in the 
world? 

10. What is Utah's state bird? 

11. is this the Legion's first national 
convention in Salt Lake City? 

12. What is Utah's state tree? 

13. What ancient lake once covered the area 
where Salt Lake City now stands? 

14. What is Utah's state rock? 

15. What is Utah's state gem? 
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iscover why thousands 



of people with low 
vision have purchased 
the VideoEye® power 
magnification system to 
continue reading and 
doing everyday tasks . . 



Qualify to Save! 

• Senior discount 



TM 



• Grants-for-needs 1 

Low income grants program 

Call for more information! 




Strawberry Pie 

3 quarts fresb strawberries 

1-1 "2 cup* sugar 

ft tablespoons ^omstarcn 

2/3 cup water 

1 decp-ttiah pastry socU uu 

iocbcsil 
1 cup heavy cream 
VKZ tablespoons instant 

vaniUa pufldiflft njix 

enough beiri«5 10 equal 3 
cups, in a saucepan, 
combined sugar aim 
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p Try it at home 

I for 30 days! 
FREE SHIPPING! 
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VideoEye! 



4-Z 



Dept TL 9465 West Emerald Boise, ID 83704 
ph (208) 323-9577 fax (208) 377-1528 




'This is the best thing that 
has happened to me in a long 
time. It works beautifully. I can 
read again. It has changed my 

Complete OUtlOOk." Wanda Coupe 

Carlsbad, NM 

For information or to order call 

1-800-416-0758 

30 day money-back guarantee 
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NEWS, NOTES & OTHER QUICK HITS 



[SERVICE] 



NO BETTER FRIEND' 
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Marine cleared 
of war 'murder' 
eternally grateful 
to his Legion post 

In early 2005, Marine 2nd Lt. 
Ilario Pantano found himself 
in a dizzying legal mess. The 33- 
year-old husband and father - a 
respected combat officer who re- 
entered the Marine Corps after 
the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 - 
faced a possible death sentence 
on charges of premeditated 
murder against two suspected 
Iraqi insurgents. It was a high- 
profile case that raised a chilling 
question about the rules of 
engagement: can a Marine 
fighting in a war really be 
convicted of murdering the 
enemy? In Pantano's case, the 
answer was no; the charges were 
ultimately dropped. But well 
before that occurred, a Wilming- 
ton, N.C., American Legion post 
stood at his side to assure he 
received fair legal defense. 

Wilmington Post 10 Com- 
mander Mike Gregorio, himself a 
former Marine and a Vietnam 
War veteran, accompanied 
Pantano during restricted 




Pantano's case generated widespread national coverage. Wilmington Star-News 



hearings at Camp Lejeune. The 
Marine successfully argued that 
he acted in self-defense April 15, 
2004 - during one of the deadli- 
est periods of the war - follow- 
ing a raid on a house where a 
cache of weapons and bomb- 
making supplies were stowed. 
Two Iraqis attempted to flee in a 
car. The team halted the car and 
ordered the suspects to search it 
while Pantano watched - a 
common practice to avoid booby 
traps. The other two Marines 
scanned the area in case of am- 
bush. When the Iraqis stopped 



searching, pivoted and lunged at 
Pantano, he emptied two maga- 
zines into them. 

There were no eyewitnesses to 
the shooting, but one of the 
Marines later complained it was 
excessive. The accusations 
followed Pantano home to North 
Carolina and resurfaced as 
formal charges nearly 10 months 
after the incident. In court, the 
accusations were found to be 
inconsistent, flawed and perhaps 
motivated by a personal grudge. 
Pantano's commanding officers 
in Iraq investigated the incident, 




[TECHNOLOGY] 

To the moon . 

NASA has unveiled plans for 
the next generation of space 
vehicles, designed to carry 
Americans to "the moon, Mars 
and beyond." Details were 
sketched in a recent issue of The 
New Atlantis, a journal of 
technology and society published 
by the Ethics and Public Policy 
Center in Washington. 

The space shuttle, set to be 



phased out by the end of this 
decade, will be replaced with a 
winged Crew Exploration Vehicle 
(CEV) that "will look more like 
the old Apollo spacecraft, a 
capsule that sits atop its rockets." 
But the CEV will be able to carry 
four astronauts to the moon's 
surface - double Apollo's capac- 
ity. It will use solar panels as one 
power source, have the ability to 



WWW.DEFENDTHEDEFENDERS.ORG Learn about other U.S. troops who face charges for actions against suspected enemies 



including autopsies, and found 
no evidence of wrongdoing. 
Charges were dropped in May. 

It was an agonizing four 
months for Pantano, who loved 
the Marine Corps and still does. 
He enlisted right out of high 
school and fought in Operation 
Desert Storm. After his first 
discharge, he launched a success 
ful business career in New York. 
He dropped it all to risk death 
fighting for his 
country after, and 
because of, 9/11. 
But by winter 
2005, he was 
fighting in a 
military court- 
room to stay out of 
prison, or worse. 

Soon after he 
learned of the 
murder charges 
last winter, 
Gregorio stepped 
up. He took the 
case to his Legion 
post. "There were 
people who said 
we can't get involved with this," 
Gregorio recalls. "I said, 'Well, 
he's a veteran who lives in our 
area ... we need to look into 
this.' So, we decided to take no 
stance on his innocence or guilt 
but we did want to help him 




A Legionnaire fries 
fish for a fund-raiser 
to help Pantano 
defend himself in 
court. 



monetarily, if we could, to make 
sure he had a proper defense." 

The post dedicated its monthly 
fish fry to that defense, via 
www.defendthedefenders.org - a 
Web site Pantano's mother had 
started. Word spread. It was a 
record-breaking fish fry. "I was a 
little overwhelmed, to be hon- 
est," Pantano says. "There were 
volunteers breading fish. Others 
were frying. Some took tickets, 
and others served cole- 
slaw. It was a big team 
that represented every 
service and every conflict 
since World War II." 
About 1,500 plates later, 
more than $5,000 had 
been raised. 

"People came in not to 
eat, but to wish him well 
and to donate money," 
Gregorio says. "It was 
incredible. He was there. 
The news people were 
there. The whole city 
came out. Money came 
from all over, mostly from 
veterans. Phone calls 
came in from veterans who were 
on Iwo Jima, just outraged. 
Veterans were standing by him." 

Once cleared, Pantano - whose 
image was shown being behead- 
ed on an insurgent Web site - 
resigned from the Marine Corps. 



He did it in a ceremony at the 
Legion post. He handed over his 
sword to U.S. Rep. Walter Jones, 
R-N.C, who supported him 
throughout the entire ordeal, 
even taking Pantano's plight to 
Capitol Hill. 

The bond between Pantano 
and the Legion did not end with 
the resignation ceremony. Pan- 
tano joined Post 10. Moreover, 
Gregorio says, "he is an active 
member. He loves The American 
Legion. He comes to the meet- 
ings. He helps out at the fish 
fries. What he is trying to do 
now is transport veterans to the 
hospital in Fayetteville. He's 
really into helping. He's a good 
friend." 

"No better friend, no worse 
enemy" was the motto imparted 
to Pantano and his men by their 
commanding general. The words 
resonate in his memory. His 
book, written with Malcolm 
McConnell and due out in June, 
is titled "Warlord: No Better 
Friend, No Worse Enemy." Home 
from a war where it was hard to 
tell the good guys from the bad, 
Pantano is now free to share the 
most profound experience of his 
life, newly aware of the meaning 
behind the motto, and who he 
can really call his friends. 

-JeffStoffer 
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. . . and beyond 

be re-used (like the shuttle but 
unlike Apollo) and have the 
capability to touch down on land 
(like the shuttle) or splash down 
in the water (like Apollo). 

NASA plans to send two 
separate vehicles into space to 
make its next voyage to the 
moon. One will carry the CEV, 
which means it will be manned 
by a crew. The other, which is 



much larger, will carry cargo 
such as the lunar lander; it will 
be unmanned. 

NASA officials hope the CEV 
can make its first flight by 2012, 
aim for a lunar mission by 2018, 
and estimate the total price tag 
over the next 13 years to be 
$104 billion - 55 percent less 
than Apollo, adjusted to constant 
dollars. 



[BY THE NUMBERS] 

35.2 million Number of immi- 
grants, legal and illegal, living in 
the United States in March 2005, 
2.5 times the peak of the 1910 
immigration wave 

7.9 million New immigrants, legal 
and illegal, who settled in the 
country between January 2000 
and March 2005 

3.7 million Post-2000 immigrants 
estimated to be illegal aliens 

Source: "Immigrants at Mid-Decade: A Snapshot of 
America's Foreign-Born Population in 2005," 
Center for Immigration Studies 
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The good, the bad and the foggy 
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PROS 

VA's mandatory funding climbs 
from $37.3 billion to $41.4 billion 
- an increase of just over 
$4 billion from 2006. 

VA's discretionary funding 
increases from $35.7 billion to 
$38.5 billion, including collection 
expectations from insurance 
companies and other receipts - 
an increase of $2.8 billion. 

VA's medical services 
discretionary funding increases 
from $22.5 billion to $25.5 billion 
-up nearly $3 billion. 

Discretionary mental-health funding 
increases from $2.8 billion to $3.2 billion. 

CONS 

VA's Medical Care Collection Fund goal for 
fiscal 2007 is $2.8 billion, with $779 million 
coming from new legislative initiatives, 
including $250 enrollment fees and doubled 
pharmaceutical co-payments. 

No new Priority Group 8 veterans will be 
allowed to enroll, adding to the more than 
200,000 Group 8 veterans who were denied 
VA access in fiscal 2005. 

The request calls for a $250 enrollment fee 
from 1.1 million veterans in Groups 7 and 8. 

It calls for an increase of prescription co- 
payments from $8 to $15 per 30-day supply 
from approximately 1 million Priority Group 7 
and 8 veterans. 

VA estimates just over 1.1 million enrolled 
veterans who do not now use the system will 
leave it rather than pay the new co-payments 
and enrollment fee. 

VA estimates approximately 235,000 veterans 
who use the system will leave it rather than 
pay new co-payments and enrollment fees. 

VA major construction decreases from 
$975 million to $399 million. 

VA continues to shift its institutional long- 
term care patient load to non-institutional 
care, ignoring the inpatient bed mandate 
of the Millennium Health Care and 
Benefits Act. 

VA still lists $1.1 billion in questionable 
management efficiencies and plans to add 
$197 million more in clinical and pharmacy 
savings. 




President Bush's VA budget 
request for 2007 was 
widely hailed for adding 
nearly $3 billion more, 
compared to 2006, in funding 
for veterans health care. 

"That," said National 
Commander Thomas L. Bock, 
"is the good." 

Unfortunately, Bock added, 
the request was built on 
charging new annual enroll- 
ment fees for VA-eligible 
veterans, nearly doubling 
drug co-payments and 
driving 1.2 million veterans 
out of the system created spe- 
cifically for them. 

"That," Bock explained, "is 
the bad." 

The commander added that 
the budget request still relies 
on an estimated $1.1 billion 
in cost-saving "efficiencies" - 
the subject of a Government 
Accountability Office report 
released in early February 
that criticized past VA 
health-care budget projec- 
tions from the president's 
Office of Management and 
Budget. Bock also said he 
wonders how realistic it is for 
the president to expect 
dramatic improvements in 
VA's ability to collect pay- 



VA Secretary Jim 
Nicholson speaks 
before the House 
Veterans Affairs 
Committee in an 
early-February 
budget hearing that 
wheeled out one 
more try at enroll- 
ment fees and 
dramatic co- 
payment increases 
for certain veterans 
using VA health care. 



ments from insurance 
companies, especially since 
VA is prohibited by Congress 
to bill Medicare. 

"Those are just some of the 
foggy parts," Bock said. 

Overall, Bock said the 2007 
budget request from the 
White House appears to be 
an improvement over previ- 
ous years when VA health 
care suffered due to inaccu- 
rate patient-demand projec- 
tions, faulty assumptions, 
budgets offset by nebulous 
"management efficiencies" 
and unattainable third-party 
collections. But appearances 
can be deceiving. Bock said 
he sees few significant 
differences between the 
health-care request of 2006 
and that of 2007. In 2005, 
faulty assumptions and 
questionable cost projections 
led to a $1.5 billion emergen- 
cy spending bill to cover the 
shortfall. An anticipated 
shortfall in the 2006 budget 
led to a $1.2 billion correc- 
tion. The 2007 budget request 
may contain similarly flawed 
expectations, Bock said. 

"This budget request 
indeed has glitter," he said. 
"But I am not so sure how 



GAO report supports Legion's call for a fully funded VA 

Veterans have been shortchanged out of more than $4 billion in VA 
health care through deceptive accounting practices over the past four 
years, the Government Accountability Office revealed in early February. 

"The GAO report confirms what everyone has known all along," 
National Commander Thomas L. Bock said. "VA's health-care budget 
has been built on false claims of 'efficiency' savings, false actuarial 
assumptions and an inability to collect third-party reimbursements - 
money owed them. This budget model has turned our veterans into 
beggars, forced to beg for the medical care they earned and, by law, 
deserve." 

In 2003, President Bush's Task Force to Improve Health Care Delivery 
for Our Nation's Veterans said VA health care would continue to suffer 
until the mismatch between patients and dollars is resolved. Among the 
PTF's recommendations to President Bush was that "full funding should 
occur through modifications to the current budget and appropriations 
process, by using a mandatory funding mechanism, or by some other 
changes in the process that achieve the desired goal." 

"Assured funding is the only solution on the table," Bock said. "We 
ask the majority leadership in the House and the Senate, along with all 
members of the Senate and House Veterans Affairs Committees, to 
take immediate corrective action to fix the broken VA health-care 
budget." 

To view the GAO report online, visit www.veterans.house.gov/ 
democratic/press/l09th/pdf/gao06-359r.pdf. 



much of it is gold. It is a 
budget request that appears 
to table long-needed con- 
struction dollars, particularly 
in the area of grants for state 
veterans homes and leaves 
CARES (Capital Asset Re- 
alignment for Enhanced 
Services) under-funded 
again. It takes a $13 million 
bite out of VA research. It 
also fails to provide sufficient 
funds for staffing and 
training in the Veterans 
Benefits Administration to 
address a claims backlog fast 
approaching 1 million." 

Bock said the Legion is 
convinced that the only way 
VA health care can avoid 
annual shortages and broken 
promises is by changing the 
funding formula. 

"Assured or mandatory 
funding, where VA can bill 
and collect from Medicare, 
would keep all the veterans 
who earned VA care in the 
system," Bock said. 
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A Mauser 98K 

Model M48 n the 
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safest of bolt action 
rifles, made on 
German tooling 
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stocks. 
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Veterans poured into the Javits Center last 
November to meet with employers when 
"Salute Our Heroes" was launched. 

[EMPLOYMENT] 

'Salute Our Heroes 1 

Legion, New York Times team up to connect 
job-hunting veterans with employers. 

The American Legion and The New 
York Times Job Market are joining 
forces to connect veterans and the 
spouses of active-duty personnel with 
new career opportunities. "Salute Our 
Heroes: The Veterans Job Fair and 
Career Expo" was piloted by The Times 
last November in New York's Javits 
Center. The event attracted some 4,000 
veterans and 
87 employers. 
An estimated 
1,000 veterans 
were hired. 

Following 
the success of 
that first event 
- which also 
included useful job-pursuit training - 
The Times worked with the Legion's 
Economics Division in Washington to 
ink a partnership for 2006. The Legion 
will help promote "Salute Our Heroes" 
to its 2.6 million members and offer 
volunteer support in the following cities: 

■ Chicago, May 17 

■ Boston, June 13 

■ New York City, Nov. 6 

A Florida event will be scheduled. 

"The American Legion has a long, 
successful history of connecting veter- 
ans with job opportunities," American 
Legion National Commander Thomas L. 
Bock said. "We are happy to work with 
the Times to continue that legacy." 



www.nytimes.com/ 
saluteourheroes 

■ Pre-register for 
"Salute Our Heroes" 

■ Post your resume 

■ Find information 
about the program 

■ View list of 
participating employers 




Gitmo detainees receive a 
variety of meal choices and 
upwards of 4,200 calories a day. 

John Raughter 



[WAR AGAINST TERRORISM] 

Bock: U.N. Gitmo report 
Incredibly inaccurate' 

American Legion National Commander Thomas L. Bock 
describes a recent U.N. report calling for the closure of U.S. 
detention facilities at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as "incred- 
ibly inaccurate." 

The report by the U.N. Human Rights Commission 
concludes that force-feeding of hunger strikers, inhumane 
treatment and violent interrogations "must be assessed as 
amounting to torture." 

"That's not the Guanta- 
namo Bay I saw," Bock 
said after he led a delega- 
tion of Legionnaires there 
Feb. 6 to 9. "We visited the 
detention centers at Camp 
Delta and toured the cells. 
We visited the medical 
clinics. We talked to the 
guards and ate the same 
food the detainees ate. 
Their medical care is 
state-of-the-art - superior 
to what's given to our 
veterans, I might add - and as far as the food goes, well, I 
recommend the steak and eggs." 

Still, he said, tube-feeding detainees is often necessary. 
"When detainees engage in a hunger strike, each of them 
is placed in a hospital under full medical supervision. 
When I visited, only four detainees were refusing food." 

Bock said all detainees are offered 4,200 calories per day 
of culturally appropriate meals. "The United States may be 
the only country whose captured enemy combatants gain 
weight during their detention," he said. 

The U.N. report relies heavily on accounts from detain- 
ees, their attorneys and their families. The accounts are 
consistent with an al-Qaeda training manual instructing 
extremists to claim torture and mistreatment during 
detention by "infidels." None of the inspectors writing the 
report visited Guantanamo. 

The U.N. Commission on Human Rights includes Cuba, 
China, Sudan, Saudi Arabia and other nations not known 
for compassionate treatment of prisoners. 

"The U.N. researchers should have talked with survivors 
of the Hanoi Hilton, the German stalags, North Korean 
prisons or Japanese prison camps during those wars to 
understand the real definition of maltreatment," Bock said. 
"The treatment given to these men who have vowed to 
destroy America ... far exceeds standards set forth by the 
Geneva Conventions." 

- John Raughter 
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Erectile Dysfunction (ED) effects about 30 million meWr! the USA. The causes are varied and 
range from psychological reasons to health conditions. But serious as it is, some men still 
compound the problem by not taking steps to deal with it. The result - often a complete breakdown 
in their most intimate relationship. 



"My diagnosis of cancer came as a shock to myself 
and my wife - little did we know that it would also end 
our intimate experiences... that was until we found the 
Vacurect™ vacuum therapy system. So simple and 
easy to use... after several months of use I began to 
regain my normal function." - Mobile, AL. 

Vacurect™ was designed by a 47 year old professional 
engineer who was experiencing ED himself. With the 
assistance of urologists and sexologists, he decided to 
tackle the problems of bulkiness and awkward method 
of use inherent in traditional Vacuum Erection Device 
(VED) design. The breakthrough result is an extremely 
compact and easy to use solution... see for yourself! 
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Proven Performance: 
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" For the last five years, my husband and I had been 
using an earlier model vacuum system... it was 
awkward to include in our lovemaking and the rings 
were uncomfortable for my husband. Now the 
Vacurect™ has unbelievably enhanced our intimate 
moments together" - Clifton, N.J. 



Medically Approved Vacurect™ is FDA registered and 
approved by Medicare and most other Secondary 
Insurance Companies. For your convenience, we will 
obtain a prescription from your physician and file all 
insurance claims for you. 

Why wait another day? 

Live your life fully - bring intimacy back into your life 
TODAY! Call one of our trained clinical specialists right 
now to learn more and to request a FREE Patient 
Starter Kit or, if you prefer, complete and send in the 
coupon below. Be sure to include your telephone number. 

We are so confident that you will find our product 
beneficial, that we offer an unconditional, 30-day money 
back guarantee! 




Call today 
TOLL-FREE! 

877-266-7699 

BONRO Medical Inc. 
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Martinez, GA. 30907 

Visit our website 
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[ACTIVE DUTY] 

Detroit man sheds 230 pounds to join Army 



When Roderick Evans first talked to an 
Army recruiter about becoming a 
combat medic, he weighed 

418 pounds. "You're just too big," 
the recruiter told him. 

Three years and 230 pounds 
later, the 39-year-old Detroit 
native was a reservist training at 
the Army Medical Department 
Center and School at Fort Sam 
Houston. 

C I never lost sight of my goal," 
Evans told the Fort Sam Houston 
News Leader. "Even at 418 pounds 
I never gave up. That's just who I am." 
What's Evans' secret? Not surgery, not 
pills - just exercise, determination and 
staying away from sweets, he says. At 
165 pounds, he's come a long way from 

At 165 pounds, Army Pvt. Roderick Evans 
intends to become an active-duty soldier. DoD 



the days when he was winded walking from 
the couch to the door. 

Last July, Evans 
entered combat medic 
training and was on 
track to become an 
active-duty soldier and 
nurse. He's also a 
mentor to younger 
soldiers, who call him 
"Pops." 

"Pvt. Evans moti- 
vates me every time 
I see him in front of the company," says 
1st Sgt. Armand Fermin, C Company, 
232nd Medical Battalion. "His performance 
and attitude are phenomenal." 

Though he's among the oldest recruits, 
Evans expects a long military career. 

"I'm aiming for 20 years in the Army," he 
said. "It took me a long time to achieve this, 
and I'm going to keep going until I can't." 




Evans at 418 pounds. 
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PICTURE 
THIS 



High-tech machines allow scientists to unlock the brain's secrets. 



BY DR. JOEL KUPERSMITH 



MRI, CT, PET - this "alphabet soup" represents 
one of the most exciting medical-research stories 
of the past few decades. 

These acronyms and others refer to high-tech 
medical imaging techniques. Some can be used to 
scan any part of the body, while others are exclu- 
sively for the brain. Using these methods, scien- 
tists have vastly enhanced our knowl- Neuroscience Center 
edge of how the brain controls 
thoughts, feelings, speech and motion. 

Scanning technology, however, does 
more than satisfy scientific curiosity. It enables 
doctors to more accurately diagnose cancer, 
epilepsy and many other illnesses. And as research 
progresses, brain scans are playing an increasingly 
important role in diagnosing and treating condi- 
tions such as Alzheimer's or Parkinson's disease, 
traumatic brain injury and post-traumatic stress 



disorder. Some imaging methods show the ana- 
tomical structure of the brain, while others track 
biochemical or electrical activity. 

These methods and others play an important role 
in our efforts to diagnose and treat many neuro- 
logical conditions, including traumatic brain 
injury, which affects many wounded troops return- 
ing from Iraq and Afghanistan. Of special note is 
the new Neuroscience Center of Excellence at the 
San Francisco VA Medical Center, a 
joint VA-DoD initiative. 



of Excellence 

www.ncire.org/dod.htm ^ 7 7 „ . , . . , 

° Dr. Joel Kupersmith is chief research 

and development officer for the Veterans Health 
Administration. 



This article is designed to provide general informa- 
tion. It is not intended to be, nor is it, medical 
advice. Readers should consult their physicians 
when they have health problems. 



[GALLERY] 




Easter Sunday: March 29, 1951 by RichardJohn Rezac 

Richard John Rezac of Lampe, Mo., combines old war photos, diaries, personal narratives and his own experience 
serving with the 77th Special Forces to digitally transform "historically correct photography" into original artwork. 
The above image, from the Korean War, depicts the 7th Division on the move as Easter Mass is celebrated in the field. 
The piece was inspired by the photographs of Sgt. Norman Strickbine of Thayer, Mo. In Rezac's "Moment of Truth" 
series, he says, "Our goal is to touch each veteran with healing memory and their families with new understanding of 
the courage and fortitude needed to complete the job at hand. These paintings are of trying circumstances and joyful 
celebration, at rest and in battle." Other pieces in the series and more information about Rezac and his art can be found 
at his Web site, www.militaryartwork.com 
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Technologies used most commonly by researchers and clinicians: 

Electroencephalography (EEG). Electrodes placed on a person's scalp 
pick up electrical signals in the brain and send them to current-measuring 
devices. The devices are hooked up to pens that trace the signals onto 
graph paper. EEG can't pinpoint areas of the brain where problems exist, 
but it can indicate problems in how brain cells "talk." 

Computerized tomography (CT). A donut-shaped scanner moves 
around the patient and takes a series of two-dimensional X-rays, which 
then are combined into a three-dimensional picture to reveal structural 
brain damage or changes in blood flow, a measure of brain activity. 

Positron emission tomography (PET). Doctors inject the patient with 
glucose, or sugar, that has been tagged with a radioactive tracer. The PET 
scanner picks up the radiation signals as the sugar is used by the brain. 
The resulting scans show activity levels in various areas of the brain in 
different colors: red and orange for high activity, blue and purple for low. 

Magnetic resonance imaging (MRl). Considered the least invasive 
brain-imaging method, it involves neither radiation nor injection with 
radioactive dye. The patient lies down inside a giant circular magnet, 
which temporarily realigns protons within the body's hydrogen atoms. 
When the protons return to their normal state, they emit signals that 
result in a very clear, precise image of the brain or another organ. 



• NEW • CONVENIENT • EASY-TO-USE 

ELECTRIC -POWERED 
WOOD SPLITTER! 

The DR® WOOD SPLITTER is so QUIET and 
CLEAN — you can even use it INDOORS — 
in any season or weather — in the comfort of 
your own garage, shed, or 
basement! 




SO COM PACT you can use iP 

at a comfortable working height on a 
workbench. ..fits easily in your car's trunk! 

EASY FOR ANYONE TO USE - 

plugs into any llO-volt household outlet. No gas, 
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TOLL-FREE 



1-800-709-0278 

Please send full details of the Amazing Indoor/Outdoor 
Electric DR® WOOD SPLITTER, including your Free Trial Offer, 
low, factory-direct prices, and seasonal savings now in effect. 

Name o 



DR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 53296X 
127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 
www.DRwoodsplitter.com 
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EyeMed^u^u? 

Vision Care^ 

[affinity parters] 

New vision-care provider 

expands retailer choices 

The American Legion's vision-care 
provider is now EyeMed Vision Care. 
American Legion and Sons of The 
American Legion members now 
have more provider options than 
ever, with continued great savings 
on eye care and eyewear. 

With EyeMed, Legionnaires can 
choose from thousands of indepen- 
dent providers and optical retailers, 
including LensCrafters, Target 
Optical, and most Sears Optical and 
Pearle Vision locations. 

Enjoy savings of up to 40 percent 
off at participating provider loca- 
tions on available frames, contact 
lenses, or both. 

No enrollment is required, and 
you can access your savings at any 
time and as often as you would like. 
To access your savings, show your 
American Legion membership card 
at the time of service. 



Locate a local provider: 

(800) 793-8626 
www.eyemedvisioncare.com 



[TECHNOLOGY] 

Legionnaires create software 
to help posts build web sites 

Just over two years ago, Legionnaire Tony Cammarato decided to 
take a computer Web design course at his local community college 
simply to keep his daughter company during class. 

"Because I was over 65 years old, I would be reimbursed 100 
percent of the fees if I got a passing grade," Cammarato said. "I 
figured, 'Why not?' But then I took to it like water." 

Cammarato, 82, fell in love with both the computer and the 
Internet. A World War II Army Air Corps veteran who earned 
seven Bronze Stars during combat in the Pacific, Cammarato wants 
to share that love with fellow Legionnaires and spread the word 
that computers aren't the enemy. That's why he's 
teamed up with fellow Batavia, 111., Post 504 Legion- 
naire Tom Peters to create software that will make 
starting up and maintaining 
Web sites for Legion posts 
easy and affordable. 

Cammarato and Peters, who 
himself already is part owner 
of another Web business, 
enlisted software designer 
Frank Picchi to help create 
www.legionsites.com. 

"I've held all different posi- 
tions at my post, and I discov- 
ered Post 504 has the same 
problems other established 
organizations have: attracting 
new members and keeping their 




[LEGIONNAIRES IN ACTION] 

Post 78, Auburn, Wash. 

launched a successful "Sweats 
for Vets" campaign. The post's 
goal was to raise $3,500 for 250 
sweatsuits for patients at the 
Seattle VA medical center. 
"Thanks to the generosity of 
District 11 and the citizens of 
Auburn," says Post Adjutant 
Roger Olsen, "we collected 
double and were able to distrib- 
ute sets to two other state VA hospitals and a soldiers' home." 

Post Commander and "Sweats for Vets" chairman Tom Valencour said 
he and fellow Legionnaire Bill Warren got the idea after making several 
visits to the Seattle VA facility. Giving a set of sweats to warm a 
veteran "is a small but important kindness," Valencour said. "It lets 
them know somebody cares." 




Post 21 # Hawkins County, Tenn. # recently 
presented Caney Valley resident Jeptha 
Carter combat honors he earned more than 
three decades ago. A lifelong Hawkins County 
resident, Carter, 55, flew 1,300 combat hours 
as a helicopter door gunner during his one- 
year tour in Vietnam. Post 21 Commander 
Robert Buzzo Sr. presented Carter with his 
Commendation Medal and the Air Combat 
Medal with a No. 12 on the ribbon signifying 
the 13 total medals - one for every 100 hours 
of combat time. Carter received the medals 
at a ceremony 37 years to the day after he 
started his tour in Vietnam. Although the 
medals are a source of pride for Carter and 
his family, he said his immediate need is the 
benefits he originally sought from the VA. "I'm 



MEMBERSHIP Great ideas for § row ing membership in The American Legion should not be kept secret. If 
IDEA MACHINE your post has a successful program, tell us about it, so we can spread the word. 



current ones," Cammarato said. "The only solution is you've got to 
reach them. Phone calls can be time-consuming, and mass mail- 
ings are prohibitive because of the rising cost of postage. I had to 
create an efficient way for posts to reach out." 

Each Web site has navigation buttons covering all major post 
activities. The software also contains non-editable pages on items 
such as member benefits and links to National Headquarters. Posts 
of any size can use a partial or full version of the design to meet 
changing requirements. An option is available that places links to 
sponsors and boosters on the site. 

The Legionsites.com creators met with Legion leaders at National 
Headquarters and entered into an agreement to market the soft- 
ware to posts. The start-up cost is $299, which includes the initial 
setup, license fee, the cost of registering the post's 
domain name, the first year's Web hosting and 10 
e-mail addresses. The annual renewal fee is $180. 

"We designed software that 
isn't going to overwhelm 
anyone," he said. "We can 
customize it to a specific 
post's needs." 

To learn more, visit www. 
legionsites.com or call 
(888) 546-7483. 



Legionnaires Tony Cammarato, left, 
and Tom Peters have created 
software that makes it easy for 
Legion posts to create and maintain 
Web sites. They are members of 
Post 504 in Batavia, III. 




proud to get the medals, but I need some 
other support, too, and hopefully this is the 
next step to getting that accomplished." 

tfa aids more than 500 families in 2005 

The American Legion's Temporary Financial 
Assistance program awarded more than 
$530,000 in cash grants in 2005 to 510 
families and 1,128 children across the nation. 
Local posts call upon TFA to provide cash 
assistance to help meet the basic needs of 
veterans' children when all other available 
resources have been exhausted. TFA, which 
is funded through contributions made to the 
tax-deductible American Legion Endowment 
Fund, helps provide interim maintenance and 
health care for veterans' children. 



[CHILDREN & YOUTH] 

CWF seeks advocates 

The American Legion 
Child Welfare Found- 
ation has a new acro- 
nym for its advocates - 
CAT, or Children's Action 
Team. The mission 
remains the same: to 
raise funds and aware- 
ness for the CWF. 

For information on CAT 
certification: 

(317) 630-1202 
admin@cwf-inc.org 



Send your membership success story to: 

pr@legion.org ■ Public Relations Division, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 



[VALUES] 

Posts receive 
guides to 
defend values 

The American 
Legion is building 
support for the Public 
Expression of Religion 
Act, H.R. 2679, in the 
hopes of effectively ending 
the practice of awarding 
taxpayer-funded attorney fees to 
the American Civil Liberties Union 
in court cases involving the consti- 
tutionally protected expression of 
religion by state and local officials. 

A new Legion booklet, "in the 
Footsteps of the Founders: A Guide 
to Defending American Values," 
includes the campaign's key 
message points, suggested press 
releases, letters to the editor and 
guest-opinion articles, along with a 
guide to educating and activating 
communities through the media. 
The booklets will be mailed to every 
American Legion post. 




TRY OUR DR® FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWER for 

6 MONTHS 
RISK-FREE! 



We're so sure you'll love it, we're willing 
to extend this unusual invitation — 



Use our self-propelled, walk-behind 
brush cutter on your own property to 

• CLEAR & MAINTAIN meadows, 
pastures, roadsides, fencelines, walking 
paths with ease! 

• CUT tall grass, weeds, brush, brambles 
even saplings up to 2-1 /2" thick! 

• CHOP/MULCH most 
everything you cut! 

If you are not 100% 
satisfied, we'll take it 
back and give you a 
complete refund of you 
purchase price! 



TOLL-FREE^ 





1-800-709-0278 

YES! Please send me your FREE Catalog and Video including 
details on how I can try out the new DR® FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWER with your 6-MONTH RISK-FREE TRIAL 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 



DR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 53294X 
127 Meigs Rd, Vergennes, VT 05491 
www.DRfieldbrush.com 



comrades 



How to Submit a Reunion 

The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter- 
ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions@legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number 
and e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge. 

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion 
Magazine will publish a group's listing only once a year. Notices 
should be sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely 
publication. 



Other Notices 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch with people from your 
unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, 



telephone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published 
free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include 
a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be 
submitted on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Life Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be approved by the Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your Legion department 
service officer for information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID number in your 
response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 



AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES 



(972) 231-6518, dona7112@sbcglobal.net; 
686th AC&W Sqdn, Ruidoso Downs, NM, 
9/8-10, Josemario Salinas, (505) 885-8693, 
usbp87@yahoo.com; 3454th Tng Sqdn 
(Warren AFB, 1947-1956), Branson, MO, 
9/7-9, Bill Sills, (405) 341-5839, sillsbillCO® 
aol.com; AACS Alumni Assn, Covington, 
KY, 9/28-10/1, Mac Maginnis, (866) 299-1045, 
c.maginnis@comcast.net; Air Commando 
Assn, Spec Ops, Fort Walton Beach, FL, 
10/5-8, Eugene D. Rossel, (909) 930-5700, 
aircommandol@earthlink.net; B-47 Strato- 
jet Assn, Wichita, KS, 9/21-23, Don Cassiday, 
(630) 859-1922, colcass@sbcglobal.net; 
Bombardiers (WWII), Branson, MO, 5/3-7, 
Dale Kingsbury, (314) 961-0519, 
photomapper@charter.net; Ellington 
Navigators Class 50-D, Branson, MO, 
10/9-13, Victoria Anderson, (800) 877-8687, 
victoria@bransonfun.com; Photo Mapping 
Assn, Omaha, NE, 9/27-10/1, Dale Kingsbury, 
(314) 961-0519, photomapper@charter.net 

Pilot Class 43-K, Avn Cadet Assn, 

Chattanooga, TN, 9/6-10, Marshall Dean, 
(334) 514-6877, yoe43k@elmore.rr.com; 
SAC Elite Guard HQ SAC (Offutt AFB, 
NE, 1956-2006), Omaha, NE, 7/20-23, Rich 
Randell, (402) 895-0929, richrandell@cox. 
net; Sec Police Assn, Alexandria, VA, 
9/15-17, Elia C. Chambers, (703) 493-9734; 
Torrejon, Spain, AB (All Years), Oklahoma 
City, 9/1-3, William Hardin, (405) 672-8939, 
torrejonspainreunion@yahoo.com 

ARMY 



l/33rd Armd 3rd AD (Gelnhausen, 
Germany), Anderson, IN, 6/9-10, Jack 
Grant, (765) 643-8226; 1st Sig Bde, Crystal 
City, Arlington, VA, 8/25-27, Merv Norton, 
(703) 569-3290; 2nd Inf "indianhead" Div 
Assn, Wisconsin Dells, Wl, 9/14-16, Ray 
Pelishek, (608) 783-3501, onapeg@msn. 
com; 3rd Sqdn 4th Cav, Kansas City, MO, 
7/26-29, Jerry Head ley, (540) 662-5365, 
jaheadley@adelphia.net; 6th Cav Assn, 
Chattanooga, TN, 6/9-11, Gary West, (405) 
692-3462, gwest73044@yahoo.com; 7th 
inf Rgt Assn "Cottonbalers," Charleston, 
SC, 5/18-21, Curley L. Faulk, (337) 625-8359, 
csmaar@aol.com; 8th Armd Div, Louisville, 
KY, 7/12-15, Sidney Bishop, (865) 475-2883; 
9th inf Div (Vietnam, 1966-1969), Lava Hot 
Springs, ID, 6/18-23, Vernon Jenson, (763) 
504-9501, vernonh.jenson@yahoo.com 

12th Armd Div Assn, Bloomington, 
MN, 9/6-9, Ward McGill, (952) 933-2734, 
moo52wdm@msn.com; 16th Armd Div, 

Wilsonville, OR, 8/23-27, Edward Krusheski, 



(609) 978-0490, ed16armor@aol.com; 17th 
Armd Eng Bn 2nd Armd Div, Herndon, VA, 
9/13-16, John A. Shields, (724) 287-4301; 
25th Trans Car Co, Toledo, OH, 7/14-16, 
Albert E. Frelix, (909) 874-4180; 26th Inf 
Rgt Assn "Blue Spaders" 1st inf Div, 
Portland, OR, 6/7-11, Brian Cundiff, (920) 
465-0668, thomas.galvin1@us.army.mil; 
35th LCT/538th LCC (Vietnam, 1967-1972), 
Goldendale, WA, 8/11-13, Dennis Engelhart, 
(509) 773-6267, sevenducks@gorge.net; 
42nd inf Div "Rainbow" (All Units), 
Kansas City, MO, 7/11-16, James Pettus, 
(480) 821-5954, drpazir@juno.com; 45th 
inf Div Assn "Thunderbirds," Oklahoma 
City, 9/28-10/1, Raul Trevino, (210) 681-9134; 
46th Eng Bn (All Cos), Jeffersonville, IN, 
9/8-10, MerriAnn Anderson, (616) 361-5973, 
merriann.anderson@att.net; 51st Sig Bn 
(All Members), Fort Bragg, NC, Tommy 
Thompson, (817) 326-4773, tom@itexas.net 

52nd Armd Inf Bn (WWII), Indianapolis, 
4/18-20, Lester Grover, (815) 495-9364; 
52nd Eng Cbt Bn (WWII), Anderson, IN, 
7/8, George E. Bayley, (765) 642-7688; 68th 
AAA Gun Bn (Korea), Oklahoma City, 
9/28-10/1, James Cook, (405) 387-9859, 
jakbrak204@aol.com; 79th Inf 314th Rgt 
(WWII), Charleston, SC, 9/28-10/1, Merle 
K. Buck, (803) 536-1467, merleluckybuck® 
bellsouth.net; 93rd Eng Co (Float Bridge, 
1954-1957), Lombard, IL, 7/14-16, R.P. 
Williams, (630) 416-3382, williamsb9@aol. 
com; 98th Div (WWII), Harrisburg, PA, 6/5- 
8, Norman Johnson, (607) 589-6061; 117th 
Assault Heli Co, 8th Trans Co & Dets 
(Vietnam, 1961-1972), Phoenix, 6/22-25, 
Al Bennett, (229) 896-2500, namvet42@ 
hotmail.com; 148th Inf Rgt 37th Div, Port 
Clinton, OH, 8/25-26, Bruce Eberly, (937) 
773-8625, mabeberly@aol.com 

187th Rakkasan Assn, Reno, NV, 8/20-25, 
Clay Barker, (843) 650-5880, raksect® 
aol.com; 238th Eng Cbt Bn Assn, 
Charlottesville, VA, 7/13-16, James Druck, 
(717) 755-4345, jimdruck@verizon.net; 
299th Eng Bn, Niagara Falls, NY, 6/9-10, 
James R. Nelson, (616) 527-6288; 300th Eng 
Cbt Bn (WWII), Dallas, 6/1-4, H. Randolph 
Hanes, (214) 363-3826; 385th AAA AW 
Bn, Greensboro, NC, 6/23-25, Douglas C. 
Cochran, (301) 733-6312; 393rd FA Bn, 
Graham, NC, 6/10 & Lafayette, IN, 9/9, Bob 
Lofland, (765) 523-2200; 404th MP CO 
4th Armd Div, Celina, OH, 7/21-22, Jim 
Greenwell, (419) 268-2030, jgreenwell® 
woh.rr.com; 503rd MP Bn (Fort Bragg, NC, 
I95l-I953),springfield, IL, 8/18-20, William 
McCartney, (217) 285-2999; 508th AAA 



3rd Bomb Grp (WWII), Concord Township, 
OH, 6/7-11, Connie Luhtal, (440) 352-3228, 
azteclady@aol.com; 4th Armd Div 22nd 
Arty, Branson, MO, 9/28-10/1, Victoria 
Anderson, (800) 877-8687, victoria® 
bransonfun.com; 4th Emerg Rescue Sqdn 
Assn, Chicago, 10/4-8, Chet Gunn, (781) 
944-6616, tightboot@msn.com; 5th AF 5th 
Stn Hosp, 108th Stn Hosp (WWII), Jeff H. 
Seabock, (828) 324-6464; 5th AF 80th Serv 
Grp (WWII), Virgil Staples, 306 E. Watson St., 
Garnavillo, IA 52049; 5th AF 405th Sig Co 
(Avn), Phil Treacy, (810) 775-5238; 5th AF 
502nd Tact Cont Grp (Korea), Fred Gorsek, 
(217) 968-5411; 5th AF HQ & HQ Sqdn 

314th composite wing (WWII & Korea), 

Louis J. BuddO, (314) 487-8128; 5th AF HQ 
VBC 5th Bomb Cmd (WWII), Louis J. Buddo, 
(314) 487-8128; 8th AF 457th Bomb Grp, 
748th, 749th, 750th & 751st Sqdns (WWII), 

Peterborough, England, 5/27-31, Will Fluman, 
(717) 258-3090, oakgrove35@aol.com 

56-Q/09 Fit School, San Antonio, 6/23-28, 
Ned Derhammer, (765) 463-4988, 
ned3nola@gte.net; 58th FtrWing (WWII), 
58th FBW Reinforced (Korea), 474th 
FBW - 69th, 310th, 311th, 428th, 429th 
& 430th Ftr Bomb Sqdns (All Eras), Jean 
Kupferer, (812) 945-7649; 67th Tact Recon 
Wing, Las Vegas, 5/8-12, Larry Bacon, (702) 
254-9946, bitty650@aol.com; 102nd Inf 
Rgt HQ & HQ CO (1950-1953), Pittsburgh, 
4/27-30, Lee Chraska, (412) 231-5439; 123rd 
AC&W Sqdn "Blue Ash," Cincinnati, 10/7, 
Norm Hanners, (614) 235-8550, nhanners® 
columbus.rr.com; 244th Port Co 495th Port 
Bn, Marianna, FL, 6/10, Charles Helton, (256) 
574-0226, chelton@scottsboro.org; 307th 
Bomb Wing (Lincoln, NE, 1954-1965), 
Charleston, SC, 4/23-27, Jarvis Latham, (802) 
776-4294, k4jhl@earthlink.net 

316th TCW, Fort Wayne, IN, 9/30-10/1, 
Mike Ingrisano, (703) 356-5538, mingnan® 
juno.com; 351st Bomb Grp 8th AF 
(Polebrook, England, wwil), St. Louis, 
6/15-18, Clint Hammond, (717) 766-1489, 
bombgroup35lst@aol.com; 391st Bomb 
Grp, Phoenix, 9/21-24, Bill Graves, (256) 
534-6711; 502nd Tact Cont Grp, 605th, 
606th, 607th & 608th AC&W Sqdns, 
New Orleans, 5/28-31, Bill Aylward, (703) 
715-0448, waylward@netzero.net; 510th Ftr 
Sqdn Assn (All Eras), Colorado Springs, CO, 
9/9-12, Stephen W. Tanner, (281) 550-5518, 
buzzardroost@charter.net; 511th AC&W 
Grp, 613th, 847th & 848th AC&W Sqdns & 
39th AD, Chattanooga, TN, Don Simmons, 



Ops Det (Korea), Oklahoma City, 9/28-10/1, 
James Cook, (405) 387-9859, jakbrak204@ 
aol.com; 519th Ord HAM Co, Boise, ID, 
8/4-5, Bob McFadden, (208) 286-9257; 
529th FA Obsn Bn, Mackinaw City, Ml, 
Mervin Rogers, (969) 733-8076; 565th Med 
Co Ambulance (Baumholder, Germany, 
1964-1966), Fort Lauderdale, FL, 5/5-7, 
Jim Gardner, (360) 636-2457; 620th EAMC 
(RAF, Chelveston, England, 1952-1956), 
Dayton, OH, Sept, V. Costa, Box 593316, 
Orlando, FL 32859; 629th Ord Co Field 
Supply, (Qui Nhon, Vietnam, 1965-1966), 
Branson, MO, 7/21-23, Gary L. Matthews, 
(712) 485-2422, gmatt41347@aol.com; 
709th Maint Bn & 99th CS Bn, 9th Inf Div, 
Phoenix, MD, 7/27-29, Dean Ayres, (410) 527- 
1204, deanayres@comcast.net; 793rd MP 
Bn Assn, Branson, MO, 9/28-10/2, Richard 
Kealy, (905) 987-5016, richliz793@rogers. 
com; 936th FA Bn, Fayetteville, AR, 8-19- 
20, Wayne Bohannan, (918) 437-5324; 999th 
Armd FA Bn, Romu-lus, Ml, 9/15-17, Bernie 
Jones, (734) 654-6915, oldred@provide.net; 
All Tank Destroyers (WWII), Dearborn, Ml, 
6/1-4, Nick Waskul, (517) 546-2548 

AZ Army Sec Agency Assn (All Eras), 

Phoenix, 9/8-9, Mel Corning, (602) 995-4018, 
mcorning@cox.net; Cbt Infantrymens 
Assn, Fort Benning, GA, Oct, Larry Eckard, 
(828) 256-6008, combatinfantrymensassoc® 
yahoo.com; HQ & HQ Co, 210th Cbt Avn 
Bn & Long Thanh North Air Field Units, 
Tacoma, WA, 5/26-29, Haroland Patterson, 
(253) 537-2406, harolandc@aol.com; Outpost 
Harry Survivors (Korea), Des Moines, IA, 

6/15-18, E. DOUglas Jones, (360) 466-1945, 

karkelko@wavecable.com; Polar Bear Assn 
(WWII), Branson, MO, 9/24-28, Victoria Ander- 
son, (800) 877-8687, victoria@bransonfun. 
com; QM Corps, Fort Reno, OK, 6/3-4, Erma 
Jean Higgins, (405) 732-1520, hhiggins@cox. 
net; Sig C OCS Assn, Nashville, TN, 10/5-9, 
Robert Kerns, (615) 391-0867, rkerns99@ 
bellsouth.net; Society of the 1st Inf Div "Big 
Red One," Phoenix, 7/12-16, Edward Burke, 
(888) 324-4733, sodid® aol.com; Vietnam 
Land Clearing Assn, Fort Leonard Wood, 
MO, R.C. Anderson, (505) 527-0039, scarwaf® 
earthlink.net; Yankee Div Vets, Portland, 
ME, 6/8-10, Sam Thompson, (508) 285-4656, 
sthompson.1sgret@comcast.net 

COAST GUARD 

327' Secretary Class Cutters - Bibb w-31, 
Campbell w-32, Duane w-33, Hamilton 
w-34, Ingham w-35, Spencer w-3 6, 
Taney W-37, Mount Pleasant, SC, 10/5-8, 
Gordon Bell, (215) 393-6195; All Former 
Servicemembers, spars, Auxiliarists, 
Reserves and Civilian Employees, Grand 
Haven, Ml, 7/28-8/6, M.J. Smith, (616) 846- 
5940, cgfexdirector@chartermi.net 

JOINT 

Assn of Avn Ordnancemen, Reno, NV, 
7/13-17, J.J. LaMaitre, (619) 562-8492, 
aaotreas@cox.net; Camp Hakata/Hakata 
Annex (Brady AB, Japan), Anacortes, WA, 
8/21-24, Gus Cone, (253) 531-1783, guscone® 
msn.com; West Point AP 23, Colorado 
Springs, CO, 9/20-23, Claude Williams, (505) 
821-0457, boondock2@aol.com 



MARINES 



1st ANGLICO, Columbus, OH, 5/18-21, John 
Maurer, (614) 262-9002, jmaurer@columbus. 
rr.com; 3/8 Mar (Geiger to Beirut) 8th & 
I, Washington, June, C. Eric Tischler, (814) 
883-2890, tisch@38beirut.org; 3rd Bn 9th 
Mar (All Eras & Support Elements), Reno, 
NV, Robert Stewart, (727) 581-5454, 



threenineusmc@aol.com; 7th Comm Bn 1st 
Mar Div, Jacksonville, NC, 6/21-25, David 
Haage, (309) 221-4740, haage@insightbb. 
com; Bulk Fuel Assn, Pigeon Forge, TN, 
5/5-6, Paul Rice, (865) 908-1042, price9@ 
bellsouth.net; C-1-5 (Korea), Philadelphia, 
9/30-10/2, Sam Higbee, (856) 783-5923, 
drshigbee@verizon.net; Charlie Co 1st Bn 
1st Mar (Korea), Savannah, GA, 8/23-26, Al 
Baiocchi, (925) 933-1100; Chosin Few, NE 
Chpt, Milford, MA, 5/10-12, Terry McGuire, 
(781) 326-3215; E Co 2nd Bn 3rd Rgt 3rd 
Mar Div (Vietnam), Lubbock, TX, 9/6-10, 
Don Hinman, (585) 798-0830, echo2367@ 
rochester.rr.com; Fox 2/5 (Vietnam, 
1965-1971), Branson, MO, 7/25-30, Sam 
Henderson, (334) 328-5594, deh1262@aol. 
com; Fox Btry 2nd Bn 12th Mar, Reno, 
NV, 7/10-14, Bob Stewart, (727) 581-5454, 
bobhelenstewart@cs.com; I Co 3/7 

1st Mar Div, Myrtle Beach, SC, 4/26-29, 
Dennis Deibert, (717) 652-1695; I Co 3/7, 1st 
Mar Div, Las Vegas, 6/14-18, Ron Patrick, 
(619) 659-1039; Mayaguez Recovery, 
2nd Bn 9th Mar Rgt & All Associated, 
Arlington, VA, 5/12-14, Dan Hoffman, 
(803) 647-9034, dhoffman@sc.rr.com; 
Peleliu Survivors, Branson, MO, 9/21-25, 
J. Barbour, (707) 422-0468, j.barbour® 
sbcglobal.net; 2nd Weather Svc, Tunica, 
MS, 5/21-25, Don Innis, (321) 724-6600, 
dinnis@cfl.rr.com 

MERCHANT MARINE 

American Merchant Mar & Armed Guard 
Vets, Dallas, 5/24-28, A.J. Wichita, (972) 
231-5464, ajwichita@worldnet.net 

NAVY 

29th Seabees, Florence, KY, 8/10-13, 
Arthur P. Grotto, (708) 974-3791, agrotto® 
sbcglobal.net; 43rd Seabees Bn Assn, 
Rocky Mountain, NC, 9/26-28, Tony Percoco, 
(845) 647-6092, tvtoursinc@aol.com; 78th 
Seabees (WWII), Branson, MO, 9/28-10/1, 
Victoria Anderson, (800) 877-8687, victoria® 
bransonfun.com; AGC Flagship Alliance 
- Adirondack AGC 15, Ancon AGC 4, 
Appalachian AGC 1, Auburn AGC 10, 
Bibb WAGC 31, Biscay une AGC 18, Blue 
Ridge AGC 2/LCC 19, Campbell WAGC 32, 
Catoctin AGC 5, Duane AGC 6/WAGC 33, 
Eldorado AGC 11, Estes AGC 12, Hamilton 
WAGC 34, Ingham WAGC 35, Mount 
McKinley AGC 7, Mount Olympus AGC 8, 
Mount Whitney LCC 20, Panamint AGC 
13, Pocono AGC 16, Rocky Mount AGC 3, 
Spencer WAGC 36, Taconic AGC 17, Taney 
WAGC 37, Teton AGC 14, Wasatch AGC 9, 
Williamsburg AGC 369, Chattanooga, TN, 
9/10-14, Mary B. Knierim, (352) 751-3448, 
mbk1277@comcast.net 

Agerholm DD 826, Albany, NY, Sept, Harold 
Thompson, (770) 493-7648; Alcyone AKA 
7, Tacoma, WA, 8/24-26, Jack Brown, (253) 
539-1548; APA Sailors Assn, Colorado 
Springs, CO, 9/17-21, Fred O'Daire, (804) 
462-7373, fodaire@rivnet.net; Bearss DD 
654, Amherst, NY, 9/27-10/1, Jerry Walkins, 
(412) 487-6073, jerrywalk® verizon.net; 
Benewah APB 35, Indianapolis, 5/4-6, 
Richard Jackel, (516) 293-3084, rjackel® 
optonline.net; Bexar APA 237, Chicago, 
Sept, James Redding, (559) 935-1439, 
dinamlrs@charterinternet.com; Biloxi CL 
80, Pigeon Forge, TN, 5/9-11, Clancy Inman, 
(423) 745-2920, clancyinman® bellsouth. 
net; Blue DD 744, Louisville, KY, 10/2-5, Don 
Collins, (303) 986-8425, fdcollins@comcast. 
net; Bluefish SSN 675/SS 222 (All Years), 
Charleston, SC, 5/18-21, George Baker, (757) 
672-0656, subseadog@aol.com; Borie DD 



704, Buffalo, NY, 8/11-13, Ray Metzger, 
(716) 873-9406, rayrosemetz® adelphia.net; 
Bowen FF 1079, Charleston, SC, 6/22-25, 
Ricky Burke, (770) 338-1069, ricky_burke@ 
hsb.com; Brazos AO 4, Seattle, 9/5-8, 
Henry F. Vancik, (509) 758-0449, vhvan@ 
cableone.net; Buck DD 761/420, Oakbrook, 
IL, 6/4-7, John Connolly, (501) 922-3969, 
buckaneer@cox.net; Bumper SS 333 Assn, 
Odessa, TX, 9/18-21, Edward W. Stone, (315) 
469-3825; Bunch DE 694/APD 79, Branson, 
MO, 9/6-10, Curtis Bunch, (503) 336-5474, 
bearlyminecatering@msn.com; Caliente 
AO 53, Seattle, 8/10-13, Bob Howard, (925) 
939-3662, rhoward328@aol.com; Cascade 
AD 16, Charleston, SC, 8/6-13, Barb 
Kennovin, (302) 945-2719; Charles H. Roan 
DD 853, Branson, MO, 8/8-10, Richard F. 
Souza, (850) 476-1350, souza6@cox.net 

Chickasaw atf 83, Alsip, IL, 9/17-22, 
Richard Gibson, (704) 243-2303, rgibson® 
prodigy.net; Clarence K. Bronson DD 668, 
Branson, MO, 10/2-5, Ken Sullivan, (941) 795- 
3813, kenheleninfl@yahoo.com; Colahan 
DD 658, Branson, MO, 9/30-10/2, Joyce 
Rush, (785) 988-4493, jcrush@rainbowtel. 
net; Colleton APB 36, Indianapolis, 5/4-6, 
Richard Jackel, (516) 293-3084, rjackel® 
optonline.net; Consolation AH 15, Las 
Vegas, 10/2-5, Lou Johnson, (301) 774-6746, 
ljohn43493@aol.com; Constant MSO 427, 
Branson, MO, 10/6-8, Howard Hill, (918) 
787-2577; Coolbaugh DE 217, Dearborn, 
Ml, 9/5-9, Rodney Monnat, (603) 522-3316, 
m1mrfm@adelphia.net; Cusk SS 348, 
Branson, MO, 8/23-27, Delmer L. Wetering, 
(605) 368-2432, dswetering@aol.com; Dale 
DLG 19/CG 19, St. Louis, 7/13-16, Mike 



EST OUR PROFESSIONAL POWER 

DR® CHIPPER 

RISK-FREE FOR 6 MONTHS! 

We're so sure you'll love it, we're willing to let 
you use our Professional Power DR® CHIPPER 
on your own property for 6 months. 




MADE 
N USA 



• CLEAN UP UGLY 
BRUSH PILES that spoil the 
appearance of your property. 

• CHIP BRANCHES up to 4-1/2" thick! 

• CREATE BEAUTIFUL WOOD CHIP 
MULCH for landscaping. 

If the DR® CHIPPER doesn't 
AMAZE you, you can 
send it back, and we' 
give you a complete 

refund of your p*-© 
purchase price! 



Call TOLL FREE for a FREE Catalog and DVD! 




■800-709-0278 

YES! Please rush complete FREE DETAILS of the Professional- 
Power DR® CHIPPER, including prices and specifications of 
models and options, plus Factory-Direct Savings now in effect. 



City. 



DR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 53295X 
127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 
www.DRchipper.com 



comrades 



Pensinger, (757) 839-7439, webmaster® 
ussdale.com; Dashiell DD 659, St. 
Petersburg, FL, 6/22-26, Edson W. Murray, 
(727) 363-1047, emrry844@peoplepc.com; 
Davidson DE/FF 1045, Branson, MO, 10/4-8, 
Bob Schippers, (641) 792-3930, colking® 
pcpartner.net; Demato DD/DDE 871, Fort 
Myers Beach, FL, 6/7-10, Jack E. Allen, (239) 
466-4748; D.H. Fox DD 779, Valley Forge, 
PA, 10/5-8, Joe Sczyrek, jsczyrek® 
seligmandata.com; Dyess DD/DDR 880, 
Mystic, CT, 8/16-19, Fred Anderson, (203) 
838-3551, fanders@optonline.net; Edisto AG 
89/ AGB 2, Chattanooga, TN, 4/23-26, Glenn 
Smith, (321) 269-5637, deepfreeze6l@ 
bellsouth.net; Enterprise '69 Fire, Washing- 
ton, 10/5-8, Mike Carlin, (610) 255-5271; 
Essex CV/CVA/CVS 9, Johnson City, TN, 
9/11-17, Bruce Sims, (770) 707-1812, essex9@ 
bellsouth.net 

Estes, Branson, MO, 10/5-8, Victoria Ander- 
son, (800) 877-8687, victoria@bransonfun. 
com; Farragut Nav Tng Stn, Oelwein, IA, 
5/20, LOU Pirillo, (319) 283-1513, 
louandvirginia@trxinc.com; Gainard DD 
706, Branson, MO, 10/18-22, Clarence 
Kirby, (270) 586-6619, 3266ftcm@apex. 
net; Galveston CLG 3, San Diego, 10/4-8, 
Tom Campbell, (866) 398-2655, galveston® 
comcast.net; Gen. S.D. Sturgis, Branson, 
MO, 9/21-24, Victoria Anderson, (800) 
877-8687, victoria@bransonfun.com; Haddo 
SSN 604/SS 255, Branson, MO, 10/5-7, Ken 
Brenner, (770) 205-6083, kwsg0913@ 
bellsouth.net; Halfbeak SS 352, New Lon- 
don, CT, 6/8-11, Mike Martin, (434) 589-8298, 
mikemartin@firstva.com; Halsey Powell 
DD 686, Warwick, Rl, 10/4-8, Michael Baker, 
(616) 392-3547, skippermike@wmol.com 

Harold J. Ellison DD 864, El Paso, TX, 
9/28-10/1, Ken Moore, (904) 794-5781, 
kamsr@bellsouth.net; Haynsworth DD 700, 
Norfolk, VA, 10/4-8, James F. Horn, (717) 
263-8090, jfhorn@innernet.net; Holland 
AS 32, Cincinnati, 7/20-23, Jose Garcia, 
(956) 791-2039, jgarcia0212@sbcglobal.net; 
Hornet Assn CV 8/CV 12/CVA 12/CVS 12, 
San Mateo, CA, 9/13-17, Carl Burket, (814) 
224-5063, hornetcva@aol.com; Huntington 
CL 107, Savannah, GA, 9/14-17, Gene Volcik, 
(512) 926-7008, evolcik@aol.com; Hyades AF 
28, Branson, MO, 9/6-10, Robert J. Stearns, 
(757) 345-3789, navybaker@att.net; Jonas 
Ingram DD 938, Charleston, SC, Oct, Gary 
Weiss, (352) 241-8582, boowise@aol.com; 
Kemper County LST 854, San Diego, 7/13-16, 
James Simonson, (320) 253-2167, jsimonson® 
stcloudstate.edu; Luce DD 522/DDG 38/DLG 
7, Jacksonville, FL, July, Jack Harklerode, (940) 
325-6890, harkle01@yahoo.com 

Mahan DLG 11 (1968-1970), Las Vegas, 
5/18-21, Rich Dexter, (760) 369-2422, 
gentlebenll@verizon.net; Mahan DD 
364/DLG 11/DDG 42/DDG 72, San Diego, 
9/13-17, Dick HallOWell, (619) 562-8195, USS- 

mahan@cox.net; Massey DD 778, Branson, 
MO, 9/24-28, Victoria Anderson, (800) 877- 
8687, victoria@bransonfun.com; MCB-1, Las 
Vegas, Hemslock, NY, 8/11-13, Peter Dowd, 
(781) 837-0393, mcb1reunion@direcway. 
com; MCB-11, Albuquerque, NM, 9/21-24, 
Larry Hagler, (512) 267-8873; Menard APA 
201, Wichita, KS, 9/18-25, Leslie Rutherford, 
(559) 251-8939, lrutherfor@aol.com; Mercer 
APB 39, Indianapolis, 5/4-6, Richard 
Jackel, (516) 293-3084, rjackel@optonline. 
net; Mississippi EAG 128, Nashville, 
TN, 10/5-8, Jake Jacobs, (805) 384-9153, 
eagl28reunion@yahoo.com; Mississippi 
BB 41, Dubuque, IA, 6/5-11, Mike Hulen, 
(870) 485-2362; Monitor LSV 5, Branson, 
MO, 9/25-27, George Hasten, (217) 826- 



2784; Montauk LSV 6, Branson, MO, 9/25- 
27, George Hasten, (217) 826-2784; Mount 
Baker AE 4, Tarrytown, NY, 10/9-13, Donald 
Lynch, (845) 358-0555 delddwl@aol.com; 
Murray DD/DDE 576 (All Crews), Nashville, 
TN, 9/13-16, Bill Dewey, (615) 516-6734, 
wdmccall@tctc.com; Navarro APA 215, 
Downers Grove, IL, 10/3-6, Peter Sardina, 
(630) 650-1381, donna-peter-3260@att. 
net; Nueces APB 40, Indianapolis, 5/4-6, 
Richard Jackel, (516) 293-3084, rjackel® 
optonline.net; Newman K. Perry DD/DDR 
883, San Antonio, Oct, Roland Pearson, 
(251) 653-7258, rgpearson® bellsouth.net; 
Newport Dealeys - Courtney DE 1021, 
Cromwell DE 1014, Dealey DE 1006, 
Hammerberg DE 1015, Hartley DE 1029, 
John Willis DE 1027, Joseph K. Taussig 
DE 1030, Lester DE 1022, van voorhis DE 
1028, Baltimore, 9/14-17, Jerry Skorch, (856) 
810-2568, jpskorch@hotmail.com 

Observer MSO 461, Branson, MO, Oct, 
Carl Noftsger, (515) 674-3592, donnof® 
worldnet.att.net; Oklahoma City CL 
91/CLG 5/CG 5/SSN 723, San Antonio, 
9/21-2, Frank A. Zaccaro, (727) 215-0568, 
fzad025@aol.com; Oriskany CVA 34 G Div 
Personnel (1961-1963), Frank Goodridge, 
(610) 287-6553, frank.goodridge@gmail.com; 
Osage LSV 3, Branson, MO, 9/25-27, George 
Hasten, (217) 826-2784; Oyster Bay AGP 
6, Blooming-ton, MN, 9/27-29, Ed Johnson, 
(763) 561-4968, mamarilynj@aol.com; Parle 
DE 708, Chicago, 9/21-24, Bill Nixon, (908) 
454-4958, benixon® fast.net; Passumpsic 
AO/TAO 107, Charle-ston, SC, 10/5-7, Bob 
Brockman, (936) 646-5086, brockman® 
samlink.com; PCEC 873, Boston, Sept, John 
Kirk, (781) 933-1658, papaahah@aol.com; 
Piney Point Torpedo Testers, Piney Point, 
MD, 7/28-30, Carl Frey, (717) 581-7437 

Prometheus AR 3, Washington, 10/6-9, 
Arne Brinwall, (952) 933-0616, 
abrinwall@mn.rr.com; Puget Sound AD 38, 
Washington, 10/5-8, John C. Seymour, (901) 
853-1450, rebels45@yahoo.com; Raleigh 
CL 7, San Diego, 4/23-26, Manuel Quintero, 
(972) 820-7915, mannieq1@sbcglobal.net; 
Randolph CV/CVA/CVS 15 (1 944-1970), 
Tampa, FL, 9/3-10, Sal Rizza, (321) 454- 
2344; Ranger CVA/CV 61 (All Crews), 
Minnea-polis, Terry Palmer, (507) 934-9467, 
twlmpalm@hickorytech.net; Rankin AKA/ 
LKA 103, Washington, 9/21-24, Skip Sander, 
(412) 367-1376, ussrankin@aol.com; Robert 
H. McCard DD 822, Charleston, SC, 5/21-25, 
Wendell McElwee, (513) 528-2067, wjmac2@ 
fuse.net; Rochester CA 124, Branson, MO, 
10/1-4, Victoria Anderson, (800) 877-8687, 
victoria@bransonfun.com; Rowan DD 782, 
Portland, OR, 10/5-9, Leo Moore, (973) 875- 
4582, leodd782@warwick.net 

Salisbury Sound AV 13, Kansas City, 
MO, 9/7-9, Marian Bruce, (505) 293-3841, 
brubru@comcast.net; Samuel Chase APA 
26 Assn, Las Vegas, 9/13-17, Jay York, (317) 
849-1283; Satyr ARL 23, Chattanooga, 
TN, 6/7-11, Mike O'Neal, (662) 453-2451, 
oneal@ netdoor.com; Saugus LSV 4, 
Branson, MO, 9/25-27, George Hasten, (217) 
826-2784; Schofield DEG/FFG 3, Reno, 
NV, 5/4-7, Jack KnoblOCk, (208) 382-3771, 
knoblockjack® hotmail.com; Shields DD 
596 (Korea), San Diego, 9/21-25, A.D. 
Burchfield, (662) 289-4745, adbshields® 
aol.com; Starr AKA 67, Virginia Beach, VA, 
4/30-5/4, James D. Widenor, (570) 587-3766, 
j m j ne wi d e n o r @j uno.com; Strickland 
DE/DER 333, Chicago, 9/29-10/1, Joseph L. 
Stephan, (847) 392-2571, josephstephan® 
comcast.net; Tarawa LHA 1, Albuquerque, 
NM, 5/3-7, Bill Poindexter, poindexterl6@ 



cox.net; Tennessee BB 43, Spokane, 
WA, 6/7-11, Bud Galow, (215) 784-9885, 
budgalow@comcast.net; Teton AGC 14, 
Chattanooga, TN, 9/10-14, Frank Reda, (386) 
672-5481, redafe@juno.com; Ticonderoga 
CV/CVA/CVS 14/CG 47, San Diego, 5/26-28, 
Raymond Means, (619) 442-8605, buzz77@ 
cox.net; Tortuga LSD 26/46 (All Crews), 
Chicago, 9/12-17, Jack Hammond, (425) 
487-1591, smokearrow@aol.com; Trinidad 
NAS/NOB, FASRON-105, VPB-213, 
VPB-208, VPMS-8, VP-48, VP-34 & USMC 
Det, Trinidad, 10/8-12, F.D. Barrett, (870) 
496-2285, barrett@ozarkisp.net; Turner 
DD/DDR 834, San Antonio, 9/13-17, Richard 
L. Shanaberger, (717) 764-3834; VAG-11, 
VC-8 & RVAH-11, Norfolk, VA, 5/17-21, 
John Cooke, jicooke@reunionvahll.com; 
VC-35/VA(AW)-35, Portland, OR, 10/10-14, 
French Tickner, (604) 263-6804, ftickner® 
interchange.vbc.ca 

Vestal AR 4, 10/6, Arne Brinwall, (952) 
933-0616, abrinwall@mn.rr.com; VP-3, 
Jacksonville, FL, 5/18-21, Keith W. Harmon, 
(402) 792-2559, de8e95@aol.com; VP-92, 
911, 912, 913, 914 & 915 (All Years), 
Bedford, MA, 9/16, Herb Tallent, (207) 
985-9497; VQ-1, 2, 5, 6 & Support Grps, 
San Diego, 9/21-24, Allan Prevette, (805) 
482-1204, pierreputt@earthlink.net; 
VR-52/VR-62 Detroit (NAF Detroit), Port 
Clinton, OH, 7/14-16, Bill Borrusch, (727) 
862-6343, adcsbill@juno.com; Wabash AOR 
5, Branson, MO, 5/25-28, Harold Anderson, 
(619) 562-4696, hnhusker@aol.com; Walton 
DE 361, St. Louis, 5/18-21, Jerry Hudson, 
(573) 295-6334, marjer67@earthlink.net; 
Warrington DD 843, Baton Rouge, LA, 
5/3-7, Stan Prager, (916) 791-6700, 
stashuman843@msn.com 

Wasp CV/CVA/CVS 18 ASSn (1943-1972), 

Hampton, VA, 9/12-16, Richard G. VanOver, 
(716) 649-9053; Watts DD 567, San Antonio, 
9/21-24, Larry Eckard, (828) 256-6008, 
ussroweusswatts@yahoo.com; White 
Plains AFS 4, Reno, NV, 5/17-21, Stephen 
Edmison, (801) 985-3665, sgedmison® 
comcast.net; Wilhoite DE/DER 397, Myrtle 
Beach, SC, 10/4-7, John Caldwell, (919) 
471-4513, bcaldwell2@nc.rr.com; Willard 
Keith DD 775, Washington, 5/4-7, Don 
Hempstead, (501) 884-6242, dhempj2@ 
artelco.com; Woodrow Wilson SSBN 624, 
Branson, MO, 9/28-10/1, Victoria Anderson, 
(800) 877-8687, victoria@bransonfun.com 



COMRADES IN DISTRESS 

82nd AAA AW Bn HQ Co 2nd inf Div. James 
H. Callahan seeks witnesses to verify his 
service in Korea from 1951-1953. CID 1483 



LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Post 206, CA: Edward Bredow, Anthony 

D. Howard, Joseph Madron, Clayton R. 

Roberts, Anthony J. Ryan, Larry Wible 
Post 34, FL: Perry Malone, Bruno Mayewski 
Post 58, FL: Ernest Gomez 
Post 273, IA: William E. Brandt, Donald L. 

Jess, Lloyd A. Keil, Virgil R. Nemmers, John 

J. Till 

Post 24, MN: Richard M. Anderson, Morris 
Goos 

Post 84, ND: Henry Biewer, Leo Ehli, Keith 
Facey, Michael Gilles, Matt Harles, Theodore 
Harles, Hans Loraas, Roger Thielman 
Post 143, ND: Elmer Gronneberg 
Post 165, NJ: Joseph C. Adamski, Andrew 
Bacsik, Lawrence P. Barulli, Henry J. Benson, 
Charles J. Bertoli, John S. Bezer, Alfred Bigg, 
Joseph W. Burke Sr., William J. Campbell, 
Karl 0. Carter, Peter Chach, Edward A. 
Chmielewski, George Chwan Jr., Joseph 



C. Clader, Derenda C. Cozine, Salvatore A. 
Cuillo, John Cwiklinkski, Alfred V. Czarneski, 
Stanley B. Czylek, Victoria A. Delregno, 
Carmen J. Demaria, Caaries Desimonte, 
Peter F. Dimaira, Joseph DiVietro, Chester 
J. Domurad, William A. Druback, William P. 
Druback, Henry Dryzga, Patrick Egan, Frank 
Elias, John S. Evanitsky, Leon A. Ferencz, 
George Ferguson, Leopold Filipkowski, 
Edward Folge, Jack Folger, Stanley H. 
Fryczynski, Stanley E. Golembieksi, William 
C. Hamilton, Henry G. Harris Jr., William R. 
Harris, Steven A. Howley, Anthony lacoponi, 
Joseph A. James, Francis R. Johnson, 
Charles M. Kaczka, George Kalesnik, 
Bernard D. Kiernan, John T. Klim, Paul A. 
Korba, Joseph Korin, Benadick Kucenski, 
John E. Kuchler, Edward M. Kulnis, Joseph 
W. Kumiego, Vincent J. Leone, Henry Lack, 
Robert R. McGregor, James J. McGuffie 
Jr., Andrew J. Merkowsky, Salvatore C. 
Montante, Joseph F. O'Brien, Edward J. 
Levandoski, Peter Mahalson, Joseph J. 
Mancuso, Louis Mastromonaco, John J. 
McGeehan, Gerald W. O'Donnell, Joseph 
Pastuzyn, Ralph Pelliccio, Frank Perri, 
Clayton B. Petty, George Pirich, Theodore J. 
Pitlick, Stephen J. Polacik, Salvatore Pona Jr., 
Henry P. Poniatowski, Harold W. Reid, Louis 
Rodrique, Christopher H. Roesinger, Michael 
P. Romsak, Edward Ruterford, Francis 
Ryan, Leonard T. Safford Jr., Henry Sanchez, 
Jordan V. Spuma, Thomas R. Stewart, Daniel 
A. Turco, Walter Urbandwicz, Salvatore 
A. Valvano, Angelo M. Villano, Leon H. 
Walewski, Alfred M. Wiedon, Martin E. Wilk, 
Henry F. Wolkowski 
Post 471, NJ: Frank Juarez, Edward McGrory, 

Alexander Strauch, Edward Wishbow 
Post 87, NY: Harland M. Spencer 
Post 346, PA: Jerome M. DeKalb Sr., Joseph 
Dellaquila 



IN SEARCH OF 



1st Bn 3rd Mar 3rd Mar Div Wpns Att, 

Opn "Oregon," (Vietnam, 1966), James A. 

White, (530) 367-4205 
2nd Pit Co 709th MP Bn (Butzbach, 

Germany, 1966-1969), Curtis V. Cree, (715) 

458-4571, curtcree@hotmail.com 
3rd Bn Pit 314 (San Diego, Feb-Apr 1960), 

Raynor Juneau, (318) 346-6724 
4/4lst FA Serv Btry (Schwabisch-Gmuend, 

Germany, 1967-1970), Larry Pate, (815) 

889-5371, cpate49@netzero.net 
7th Comm Bn 1st Mar Div (Vietnam), 

David Haage, (309) 221-4740, haage@ 

insightbb.com 
16th AF 3973rd Cbt Def Sqdn (Moron AFB, 

Spain, 1961-1965), Gordon F. Coleman, 

(228) 463-1928, greenstonegarden® 

bellsouth.net 
66th AB Grp (Sembach AFB, Germany, 

1955-1958), Ralph Tashea, (860) 376-4898, 

tashiii@hotmail.com 
177th Sec Agency (Pyong Taek, Korea), Jim 

Annis, (207) 564-0820 

226th MP Co (Fort Benjamin Harrison, IN, 
1966-1967 & Vietnam, 1967-1968), John L 
Otto, (724) 836-1222, jloflashy4@aol.com 

317th Trp Carrier Grp HQ, 39th, 40th, 41st 
& 46th Sqdns (Australia, New Guinea, 
Philippines & Okinawa, Jan 1943-Dec 
1945), Vince Krobath, (314) 842-2484 

321st Bomb wing (M) (B-47, McCoy AFB, 
FL, 1954-1962), Tom Dunn, (727) 868-5476, 
dunnthdj@tampabay.rr.com 

351st Harbor Craft Co 5th Pit (Florida, 
1943-1944, Manila, Philippines, 1945- 
1946 & Camp Shelby, MS, Apr 1946), John 
H. Magee, 2761 Grandview Lane SE, Bogue 
ChittO, MS 39629 

359th Replacement Co 72nd Replacement 
Bn, Gage Paulson, (608) 756-1193 



392nd Collecting Co 61st Med Bn (1943- 

1945), George L. Moran, (413) 664-6116 
404th MP Co (Goppingen, Germany, 

1960-1963), Jim Morgan, (217) 763-3521, 

cgmayor@mchsi.com 
463rd TCW (Langley AFB, VA, 1964-1966), 

Louis Santana, (305) 467-6711, Ityud38@ 

aol.com 

497th & 7796th Sig Photo (Germany, 1948- 

1954), Bill Doyle, 61 2 49 334692, wadoyle® 

telpacific.com.au 
516th Sig Co (Camp Roeder, Salzburg, 

Austria, 1948-1955), Edward J. Blinn, (516) 

502-6613, edru523@optonline.net 
524th Personnel Serv Co (Santo Domingo, 

Dominican Republic, Jan 1966-Aug 1966), 

Willis F. Valleau, (574) 294-2588, 

bluetopaz1116@aol.com 
606th AAA Gun Bn C Btry (Grand Island, 

NY, 1955-1957), Jerry L. Phillips, (601) 372- 

5166, phillips720@bellsouth.net 
685th Eng Base Co (Camp Claiburne, 

LA, 1943 & Waterloo, England, 1943- 

1944), J.C. Montejano, (858) 277-4318, 

j.c.montejano@juno.com 
719th AAA Gun Bn (Fort Lewis, WA, 1950- 

1952), Wallace A. Boyance, 356 Partridge 

Drive, Paso Robles, CA 93446 
816th Tank Dest Bn, Carl Condon, (701) 

223-8610 

1066th Pit (San Diego MCRD, Oct 1956-Jan 
1957), Ronald E. Forrer, (937) 878-6963, 
re4erl35@yahoo.com 

2854th Sec Police Sqdn (Tinker AFB, Mid- 
west City, OK, 1983-1985), Tom Hoffman, 
(231) 744-0295, elcaminoman777@msn.com 

A CO 160th Rgt 40th Div (1952-1953), 
Robert E. Kirk, (217) 774-4619, rebel2@ 
ditech.com 

A Co 440th Sig Bn (Kaiserslautern, 
Germany, 1962-1964), Claude J. Penley, 
(828) 584-8507 

A Med 1st Mar Airwing (Phu Bai, Vietnam, 

1964-1965), Robert Voskuhl, rkvoskuh® 

infionline.net 
Amphib Const Bn 2 (Little Creek, VA, 

1950-1953), Norvil LantZ, (479) 855-9814, 

ndlantz@sbcglobal.net 
B Btry 532nd FA Obsn Bn Comm Sect 

(Karlsruhe, Germany, 1956-1957), D. 

Shaw, (314) 892-3672, shaws@netzero.net 
Band School (Fort Knox, KY, 1953), Robert 

D. Myers, (317) 784-6841 
C Trp 3rd Armd Div 12th Cav (Germany, 

1964-1966), Art Myers, (208) 867-3430 
CASU-7 (Arlington, WA, 1944-1945), Myron 

Darr, (360)424-1818 
Class 121 Hosp Corps School (Portsmouth, 

VA, 1952), John Gergle, (717) 838-4993 
Det 0900 (Lahr, Germany), Joe Kerr, (813) 

996-5633, bojocare@earhlink.net 
Echo Co 53rd inf Rgt 71st ID (Fort 

Richardson, AK, 1955-1956), Guadelupe 

Lopez, (254) 634-9112, glopez2@hot.rr.com 
Former POWs (East Prussia Camp, 

Hammerstein, WWII), Allen Vanderlinde, 

(858) 560-9680 
HHD 44th Sig Bn (Bien Hoa AF Base, Viet- 
nam, Dec 1966-Dec 1967), Ray Corder, 

(479) 437-3576 
Monssen DD 798, Earl McClure, (319) 648- 

2462, n0chn@att.net 
MSG Det US Embassy (Athens & Abidjan, 

1964-1966), Richard McGuinness, (207) 

376-4002, rmcguinness@gwi.net 
NCB/NAB Atsugi (1953-1955), Richard Tittle, 

(309) 496-9554, snugmo@aol.com 
Pedro H 43 Rescue Crewmen AF Dets 

(1955-1975), Ed Cartwright, (901) 876-6624, 

edlcartwright@yahoo.com 
Piper SS 409 (1952-1956), Larry Boutell, (814) 

968-5095, Iarryis70@aol.com 
Princeton CVS 37, O-ER Div (1953-1956), 

Duane L. Heller, (260) 925-6577, dlh@ 

locl.net 



Redhorse "Prime Beef" All units (1965- 
2006), Tom Gallagher, (352) 860-1629, 
tgallag1@tampabay.rr.com 

Sampsonnaires (Sampson AFB, Geneva, 

NY, 1951-1955), Ray Cahoon, (239) 671-2212 
TRUST, USFA & 88th Inf Div (Italy & 
Austria, 1942-1955), Ken Hoffman, (540) 
890-2525 

Wharton AP 7, Flag Alliance Joint Task 
Force ONE, (Bikini Atoll, 1946), R.A. 
Porter, (619) 281-8768, porters2001@ 
msn.com 



TAPS 



William T. Counos, Dept. of Vermont. Nat l 

Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1962-1966, Dept. 
Cmdr. 1965-1966 and Nat'l Sec Cncl. Memb. 
1965-1969. 

Thaddeus Gnidziejko, Dept. of New Jersey. 

Nat'l Rehab. Cmsn. Memb. 1966-1972, Nat'l 
Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Memb. 
1972-1984, Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. 
Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 1976-1977 and 1982-1983, 
Nat'l Select Cmte. on Special Problems of 
the VA&R Program Memb. 1977-1979 and 
Nat'l Veterans Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Chmn. 
1977-1978. 

Billie J. Holmes, Dept. of Indiana. Nat'l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Memb. 1978-1979, 
Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1979- 
1980, Nat'l & Homeland & Sec. Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1980-1985, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 

1985- 1990, Nat'l Aerospace Cmte. Memb. 

1986- 1999 and Dept. Cmdr. 1988-1989. 
Ashby L. Jenkins, Dept. of Maryland. Nat'l 

Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1980- 
1984, Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1988-1989, 
Dept. Cmdr. 1989-1990, Alt. Nat'l Exec. 
Cmte. Memb. 1996-1998, Nat'l Distinguished 
Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1996-1998, Nat'l 
Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1998-2000, Nat'l Foreign 
Relations Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 
1998-1999, Nat'l Internal Affairs Cmsn. 
Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1999-2000, Nat'l 
Legis. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1999-2000 and Nat'l 
Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 2000-2005. 

Marcus L. McDonald, Dept. of North 
Dakota. Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1991-1998 and Nat'l Americanism Cmsn. 
Memb. 1998-2005. 

Jack Pace, Dept. of Mississippi. Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 
1953-1954, 1960-1968 and 1969-1970, Nat'l 
Counter-Subversive Activ. Cmte. Memb. 

1955- 1956 and 1966-1967, Dept. Cmdr. 

1956- 1957, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. 
Memb. 1957-1958, 1961-1963 and 1964-1965, 
and Nat'l Veterans Preference Cmte. Memb. 
1958-1962. 

Bjarne G. Runchel, Dept. of Colorado. Nat'l 
Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1995-1999 
and Dept. Cmdr. 1999-2000. 

Jack Tancred, Dept. of Texas. Nat'l Distin- 
guished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1972-1977 
and 1985-1994, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. 
Vice Chmn. 1977-1981, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1981-1988 and 1993-1994, Nat'l Conv. 
Cmsn. Memb. 1982-1985 and Nat'l Cmdr.'s 
Aide 1981-1982. 

Robert H. vincelette, Dept. of Vermont. 
Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 
1963-1964, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. 
Memb. 1970-1973, Dept. Cmdr. 1971-1972, 
Nat'l Econ. Cmsn. Memb. 1976-1979 and 
1985 to 2005, Alt. Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 
1979-1981, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. 
Vice Chmn. 1980-1981, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. 
Memb. 1981-1983, Nat'l Econ. Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Memb. 1981-1982, Nat'l Veterans 
Affairs & Rehab. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 
1982-1983 and Nat'l Econ. Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 
1989-1998. 



LEGION SHOPPER 



Need Sleep? L piv 
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Legion members can save 
on mortgage, real estate 
and moving 

• Hassle free mortgages and $300 closing reward* 

• Expert home selling and buying assistance with 
up to $1,000 or more in rewards* 

• Plus, move with Allied or northAmerican and 
receive a $250 Bonus Reward**! 



Call 1.866.813.3620 

or visit http://legion.myhomebenefits.com 

Legion Home Benefits 

Mortgage. Real Estate. Moving. 

"See web site for details 

** $250 bonus applies when all three services are used 



HUJUOIHDLE DCU 

In-Home 
90 Day 
Trial 
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1*2^800401-8692 

Or write to: Sleep Comfort Adjustable Beds 
15950 Bernardo Center Dr., #B, San Diego, CA 92127 
www.sleep-comfort.com 



Viagra ™ Didn't Work? 



•VacuumTherapy System 

• 95% Success 

• Covered by Medicare 
For Free Information Call 
1-800-475-3091 ENCOrm 



j . Veterans, Your 
[ _ Military Awards! 



3000 Official Medals, 
Badges, Patches & 
Insignia For • Army 
Air Force • Marines 
• Navy • Coast Guard 





P. O. Box A-3976 Chicago, II. 60690 




Call for your FREE Color Catalog 

■Eft? 1-800-486-1651 



wlh^JL @ www.usmedals.com 



CLASSIFIED 



SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE 
TO: Ms. Kyona Levine, Classified Advertising, The 
American Legion Magazine, c/o James G. Elliott 
Company, Inc., 626 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 500, Los 
Angeles, CA 90017. (213) 624-0900, Ext. 1219, FAX 
(213) 624-0997. All classified advertising is payable 
in advance by check or money order. Please make 
remittance payable to "The American Legion Mag- 
azine." RATES: $32 per word. Count street address- 
es and box numbers as two words; all city, state 
and zip codes as three words. 3 word minimum. 
CIRCULATION: 2,500,000 per month. DEADLINE: 
Advertising copy must be received 60 days before 
cover date of issue desired. All advertisements are 
accepted at the discretion of the publisher. 

APPAREL 

CASUAL JUMPSUITS AND WARMUPS. LOW pric- 
es, large selection. Catalog, info. (800) 397- 
3086, www.myjumpsuit.com. 

SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip clip." Catalog, 
(800) 700-4515, www.suspenders.com. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS 

CATALOG, (800) 233-0828, www.kardwell.com. 
COINS & COLLECTIBLES 

WWW.SOHK.US. 

JEWELRY 

WWW.YOURMILITARYUNITWATCHORRING.COM. 
MISCELLANEOUS 

OXYGEN USERS: Enjoy freedom to travel! SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 



Oxlife's lightweight, American-made oxygen 
concentrators produce 3-6 LPM continuously. 
For home, car, even overseas. (800) 780-2616, 
www.oxlifeinc.com. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 

www.BeholdJesus.info. 

WWW.AFFORDABLEGRAVEMARKERS.COM. 

ATHLETE'S FOOT, nail fungus, calluses. Guar- 
anteed cure. $10 check or money order. 4X9 
SASE, Footcare, 687 Alderman Rd. #216, Palm 
Harbor, FL 34683-3503. 

BETTER THAN VIAGRA? Stamina-Rx. Two tablets 
$5, 30 tablets $39.95. (800) 458-1613. 

DO YOU KNOW where your vehicle really is? 
www.gps4lessbylee.com. 

JADE EAST fragrance. (800) 241-5800, www. 
kdc-regency.com. 

PERSONALS 

MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931) 879- 
4625. 

PETS/PET SUPPLIES 

DOG LOVERS, www.pawsgarde.com. 
WANTED 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 566-5766. 

GUITARS, (800) 451-9728. 



John ± Christian 



Designers & Craftsmen 




3 Day 

Rush 

AVAILABLE! 



Anniversary (Date 

in Roman Numerals! 
"December 11, 1998 = XII XI MCMXCVIII 
Convert your (Date OnCine! 



Children's 

9{ames & 'Birtfistones 

Free Catalogue - 1 4K Gold: anniversary $750 
Eternity $3700, mother's (up to 5 names) $450 



RINGBOX.COM 1-888-646-6466 




Palmer's one-hand operated, double & 
single seat 3 wheelers are Gear driven. 
, ♦ FREE BROCHURE ♦ 

Call 800-847-1304 
J VW PALMER INDUSTRIES 



5^3 

P.O. BOX 5707 AJH 



ENDICOTT NY 13763 
ALSO PEDAL / ELECTRIC 1 & 2 SEATERS & 
HANDCYCLES, ELECTRIC KIT FOR TRIKES 

Visit us at our Web Site: www, palmerind.com 



53 Years 
Since 1952 



Fully Escorted lours 



$QQt^ Smart Shoppers 
Compare 

12 Great Tours* Affordable at $995 

Copper Canyon Train 

Canadian Rockies 
•Costa Rica ... and 9 More 
Free 32 Page Color Brochure 

1800Caravan 

1«800-227«2826 




^Caravan Tours.c 




HEARING AIDS 

JPTO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30 YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 

FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-4212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL BOX 1 645, ROCKFORD, IL 61 1 1 0 



Member 
BBB 



ElectropedicBeds.com 



Since 
1964 



Electric Home Care Products 




Adjustable Beds 
Hospital Beds 
Mattresses 



Wheelchairs 
Scooters 
Car Lifts 



Stair Lifts 
Lift- Chairs 

Elevators 



GUARANTEED fi 
LOWEST PRICE V 



• HAT PINS 

m 

LU 
X 

o 

I 



800) 528-3974 



MEDALS • 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 
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SIZES 5-15 

FREE catalog 
200 styles 
High quality 

HITCHCOCK SHOESJNC. 

Dept. 5D Hingham, MA 02043 
1-200-992-WIDE www.widashoes.com 



www-pnorservice.com 



Hats 'Shirts • Pins 
Patches* Flags & More 

Over 10,000 items!! 



New Customer Special 



5 - 50mg pills 

$49.00 



C talis, Propecia, Levitra, Tamiflu, 
St more FDA Approved Medications 



fflGB)D(L 



(_SAfE ■ SECURE ■ DISCREET J 

800-467-0288 

offer valid while supplies last 




FLAG CO., INC. 

P.O. BOX 1118 
FORT DODGE, IA 50501 

800-992-3524 



www.martinsflag.com 



Ask for our colorful catalog" 
- PROMPT SHIPMENT 




BackPamBelt.c llBTE81[0I6 4 
Free Brochure - T 00% Money Back! 



1 



Loose Dentures? 



PERMA-SOFT II 

Professionally reline your 



1.877.241.8611 



| Dentures inexpensively at Home! 
! One application lasts up to 2 years, 
J Tightens, Cushions and Stops Gum Shrinkage! 
| FREE Brochure Call: 1-866-635-9668 or Write 
| Perma Labs, P.O. Box 134-L • Millersb urg, Ohio 44654. 



FLAGS • POLES • FLAGS* POLES • FLAGS • POLES - 



FLAG & BANNER SUPPLY 

I -Top Quality ^« founts to organizatmns 
•Heavy Duty W& Full Line of Flags & Banners 
•All U.S. Made New & Complete Catalogue 

Ca» for quotes on ^^1-80O52(j-fLAG (3524) 
| flagpole discounts V ^LOCAL 740-335-7730 Also eves! 



www.FlagAndBannerSupply.com 



U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



FREE COLOR CATALOG! 
FREE SHIPPING! 
f TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 I 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
'MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 | 
www.vetssupplyline.com 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 



ERECTILE 
DYSFUNCTION 



Can be treated safely & effectively 
without drugs or surgery. This vacuum 
therapy treatment is covered by 

Medicare. More information at 
www.LifeCareDiabeticSuppl ies. com 



1-800-815-1577 ext. 9 

Made in the USA 




Moving: 



Legion members can SAVE 
with discounted pricing on 
state-to-state moving 



Call 1.800.871.8864 

e-mail: alliedmoving@verizon.net 

cz 

northAmerican 

Call 1.800.524.5533 

e-mail: navlmoving@comcast.net 
Web site: http://legion.myhomebenefits.com 



VIAGRA 



STRONGER 
THAN 



I Pharmaceutical Grade Alternative I 
I Without Prescription! I 

I (30 tabs) - blue loomg $89.95 I 
(60 tabs) - save $40.oo $129.95 
(90 tabs) - save $70.00 $179.95 

Order Today 24 HI? Order Une! 

Credit Cards B Check By Phone. 

I free 1-888-527-0870 extAL 2 i 

Isuppiies or Send Check or M.O. To: Free | 

Shipping! ■ 



P.E. LABS, 1025 SW 59th st 



| OM^^lACn% OK 73109-4902 | 



WWW.USAVEONPILLS.COM 



A New Style in 
Military Rings 




Call today for a FREE color 
catalog showing 150 eye-catching 
Classic Military Rings, plus a 
Special Report you should read 
before buying any service ring: 
1-573-221-7786 (24 hr. recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-406, 
Hannibal MO 63401 . Icode a-406| 



www.ClassicRings.com 



parting shots | 
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Apr// 75 is l/irfiei? you're haunted by the 
Ghost of Earnings Past 

A LITTLE BOY in church for the first 
time watched as the ushers passed 
around the offering plates. When one of 
them approached his pew, the boy said 
loudly, "Don't pay for me, Daddy. I'm 
under 5." 

A LAWYER ran a stop sign and was 
pulled over by a sheriff's deputy. Think- 
ing he was smarter than the deputy 
because he had a higher education, the 
lawyer decided to have some fun at the 
deputy's expense. 

"License and registration, please," the deputy said. 

"What for?" the lawyer asked. 

"You didn't come to a complete stop at the sign." 

"I slowed down, and no one was coming." 

"You still didn't come to a complete stop. License 
and registration, please." 

"What's the difference?" 

"The difference is that you have to come to a 
complete stop. That's the law. License and registra- 
tion, please!" 

"If you can show me the legal difference between 
slowing down and stopping, I'll give you my license 
and registration, and you give me the ticket. If not, 
you let me go and no ticket." 

"Exit your vehicle, sir," the deputy said, after which 
he took out his nightstick and began beating the 
lawyer. "Do you want me to stop or just slow down?" 





"You have a guilty tail." 





"Conservative or liberal?" 



"As a matter of fact, Mr. Baxter, 
we did happen to notice your little joke 
of listing the U.S. government as a dependent." 

A MAN AND HIS WIFE were sitting in their living 
room, talking. He said to her, "Just so you know, I 
never want to live in a vegetative state, dependent 
on some machine and fluids from a bottle. If that 
ever happens, just pull the plug." 

She got up, unplugged the TV and threw out all 
his beer. 

AN AVID GOLFER was 26 over par by the eighth 
hole, had landed a fleet of golf balls in the water 
hazard and dug himself into a trench fighting his 
way out of the rough when the caddy happened to 
cough during a 12-inch putt. The duffer angrily 
threw his hands in the air. 

"You've got to be the worst caddy in the world!" 
he screamed. 

"I doubt it," the caddy replied. "That would be 
too much of a coincidence." 
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Asbestos 



: % Cancer Hits 
Former 
" Sailors 




Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm 




Defeating Today's Goliaths' 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 



* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



Pure Cotton 




Jeans 



Waistj 



With 



FIT-FOREVER 



L Total Inches 
Stretch Comfort! 




Light Chestnut 




Medium Blue 



Haband.coml 



New Tailgater 
Cotton Denim Jeans 
get full Fit-Forever 
Treatment! 

Comfort isn't just 
Softness, it's also Fit - 
and these jeans always 
fit with 4 extra inches of 
waistband s-t-r-e-t-c-h! 

8-ounce denim is 
lightweight, pre-washed 
& pre-shrunk. 6 pockets, 
even a locker loop. Blues 
are pure cotton denim; 
chestnut is cotton twill. 
All are 100% machine 
wash and dry. $14.99 
a pair in lots of 2, 
even Big Guys, they 
Fit-Forever ™ and you'll 
never get a better deal. 
Order today! 



Pure Cotton 

' Jeans 



2 for 29.98 



per pair 
in lots 
of 2 

3 for 42.65 



Haband 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Peckville, PA 18452 



Send 

!$ 



ALL THESE SIZES! Waist: 32 34 36 38 40 42 44 



. jeans. I enclose 
. purchase price 
I plus $5.99 toward postage 
j and handling, in ga add tax. 

□ Visa □ MasterCard 

□ Discover® Network 
• □ Am Ex □ Check 

Card # 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

Address 

City & State 

E-mail 



Big Men: 46 48 50 52 54 56 58 60 
Inseams: 

S(27-28) M(29-30) L(31 -32) [XL(33-34) 
inseam available in 32 to 44 waists only] 
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WHAT 
WAIST? 


WHAT 
INSEAM? 


HOW 
MANY? 




E3 LIGHT BLUE 








% 


HE] LIGHT CHESTNUT 








EH INDIGO 








EH MEDIUM BLUE 











_Exp.: 



. Apt. # . 



.Zip. 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund of Purchase Price at Any Time! | 



